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MISSIONS 


Ron. x. 11. to the end of the Chapter. 


For the Scripture ſaith, Wheſoever believerh on him ſhall not | 
be aſhamed. For there is no difference between the Jew 
and the Greek : for the ſame Lord over all, is rich unto all 
that call upon him. For whoſoever ſhall call upon the name 
of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. How then ſhall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed ? and how ſball they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how ſhall 
they hear without a preacher ? And how ſhall they preach, , 
except they be ſent? As it is written, How beautiful are the 

Feet of them that preach the goſpel of peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good things ! But they have not all obeyed the 
goſpel, For Eſaias ſaith, Lord, who hath believed our re- 
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port? So "RY Faith cometh by hearing, 4 ale by the 
word of God. But T fay, Have they not heard? Tec ve. 
rily, their ſound went into all the earth, and their words 
unto the ends of the world. But I ſay, Did not Iſrael 
know? Firſt, Moſes faith, Twill provoke you to Jealouſy by 

' them that are no people, and by a fooliſh nation I will an- 
ger you. But Efaias is very bold, and ſaith, 7 was found 
of them that ſought me not; I was made manifeſt unto them 
that aſted not after me. But to Iſrael he ſaith, All day 
long I have Areiebed Forth my hands unto a 4 N and 


gainſa " * 


ME Apoſtle Paul had a . lot, and 
as ſingular a character. It is faſhionable 
now to ſpeak of him with ſome degree of re- 
ſpect, but he was generally reckoned by his 
contemporaries to, be a man of a turbulent, os - + 
at leaſt, eccentric diſpoſition. 4 
Born at Tarſus of Jewiſh parents, he united 
in himſelf, the privileges of a Roman citizen, 
and of a deſcendant of Abraham. His educa- 
tion correſponded with the reſpectability of his 
birth. He was brought up a Phariſee. He 
profited in the Jews religion, above many his 
equals. He became exceedingly zealous of the 
traditions of his fathers, and beyond meaſure 
perſecuted the innovators who preſumed to diſ- 


regard them, In ſhort, nating could be. more 
5 promiſing 


121 
promiſing, 1 in A worldly . view, than the circum- 


ſtances of Paul at the beginning of his life; 
and afterwards it would probably be a common 


_ remark: concerning him, that if, in addition to : 
his advantages of birth, abilities, education, and 


popularity, he had only poſſeſſed the ambiguous 
virtue of ſteadineſs, he muſt no doubt have riſen 
to opulence and to honour. But how. abſurd 


was it for a man in His ſituation, to make ſo ſud- 


den and complete a change of all his principles; : 


to abandon his old friends; wantonly to forſake 
the path of proſperity ; and to aſſociate with 
perſons, whom he had lately deſpiſed ! Such 


conduct, whatever might be the pretenee for it, 
argued a reſtleſs temper, an affectation of ſingu- 


larity, a ſpirit of contradiction, vanity, and felf. * 
conceit, for which the mind of a reaſonable man 


could have no patience. 
That ſtrangers to the goſpel ſhould ent in 


this manner of a new diſciple of Chriſt, was nei- 
ther wonderful, nor very mortifying. But Paul 


had to endure more painful oppoſition. Many 
who ſeemed to be pillars of the church, had not 
| thoſe enlarged views of the extent of the Re- 


deemer's kingdom, by which the mind of Paul- 
was fo nobliy animated; at leaſt, they did not 5 


avow 


L 


1 


avow their views i x ſo ly a manner. They 
were diſpoſed to confine their own labours en- 
tirely to the ſpot where, they had once been uſe. 
ful, and to condemn any man, who ſhould ven- | 
ture to preach to Gentiles; unleſs he could prove | 
his call by a viſion from heaven. They partly 
laboured under prejudice themſelves, and partly 
were overawed by the prejudice of others. Falſe 
teachers had orept in, who inſiſted, that if Gen- 
tiles were to be admitted into the church, they 
ſhould ſubmit to the yoke of the Moſaic ritual; 
and ſome perhaps of the miniſters of Chriſt, in- 
ſtead. of contending for the unadulterated and 
liberal ſyſtem of the goſpel, were willing to 
eompromiſe the matter in this way, that they 
might ſeem to embrace the Gentiles, without 
breaking with the Jews, or giving a handle a- 
gainſt themſelves to their moderate brethren. 
By this ſhameful policy, while they obſtructed 
the free progreſs of the truth, they would pleaſe 
neither the one party nor the other; and the 
reproach which they met with, would be ren- 
dered more grievous by the conſciouſheſs, that 
they had been © deſiring to make a fair ſhew in 
the fleſh, only left they ſhould ſuffer perſecu- 
tion for the croſs of Chriſt,” We muſt not ſup- 
pole, 


51 
pole; however; that they wanted an apology for 
their conduct. None were more defirous than 


they, to ſee multitudes daily added to the church, | 


But, while perfectly ſatisfied as to the 
of the object, they thought much caution was 
neceſſury as to the manner of purſuing it. Things 
ſhould be done quietly and by degrees. Their 


good muſt not be evil ſpoken of. The wiſdont 
of the ſerpent muſt be united with the harm- 


leſſneſs of the dove. All things were lawful; 


but all things were not expedient. They had 


their doubts, as to the expediency of openly 


attacking the prejudices at once of the people 


and their rulers. Such attacks would hurt their 


uſefulneſs, would be aſcribed to motives very 
different from the real ones, would be ſtigmati- 


zed as inflammatory,” would afford an opportu- 
nity to the diſaffected to raiſe diſturbances in 


the country of the moſt dangerous nature, . 


ſhort, would - en, do more n than | 
good. a 1 
Men wh thus eve the clouds would 


put their hands to the plough with great befi- 
tation; and when they beheld our Apoſtle bold- 


| ly calling the Gentiles to the faith, and with- 
out n or ceremony, alſerting the liberty 
wherewith 


* 


4 


 wherewith - Chriſt had made them Bos they 
FAR be filled with that kind of inquietude, 


which ariſes from the excited mixture of preju · 


dice, and calouſy.. and fear, and reſentment, 
They. would whiſper, that they were ſorry to ſee 


their friend Paul ſo headfirong and raſh. His ſin. 
cerity and ardour might be amiable; but why 
carry matters with. ſo high a hand, and to fuch 


extremes ? They dreaded: the conſequences of 
his violence. They wiſhed he might perſevere. 
They could not but remark, that he was once 
as furious a perſecutor, as he was now a zealous 


Chriſtian, and that, of courſe, much of his zeal | 


muſt be aſcribed to natural temper. It was real- 
ly preſumptuous i in a young mian, like hitn, to 
depart from the beaten track of his brethren 
and fathers, without ſo much as conſulting them. 
It was ſurely proper to avoid giving counte- 
nance to ſuch a man, and even doing him a ſer- 
vice, to thwart him in his meaſures, for the ſa- 
lutary purpoſe of mortifyin g his vanity. 


While fentiments like theſe laboured i in their 


breafts, they would treat our Apoſtle with a 
cold reſerve, which might have frozen up the 
ſoul of an ordinary man; and although perhaps 
er never ventured. to wütend him to the 

I 8 face, 


n 


1 


ad: as 1 did chem, yet their Private infigua- 
tions againſt his character, combined with the 


prejudices « of the Jewiſh people againſt. his doc- 


trine, would greatly. e the any ulties of 


his miniſtry. 3 25 
Accordingly we Kod, thee'i in „ e all his 


public diſcourſes and epiſtles, he was obliged - 
to enter upon a vindication of his conduct, 
A part of one of theſe vindications ; a8 contained | 


in the. paſſage which we have now read. In 
the courſe of this epiſtle, he had proved both 
Jew and Gentile to be guilty before God ; and 


every one that belieyeth, whether Jew or Gen- 
tile, to be juſtified | freely by. Divine grace 
through the redemꝑtion that is in Jeſus Chritt, | 


The advantages of the Jews, though great, were 
more than counterbalanced. by their blindneſs ; 


while the goodneſs of God was illuſtriouſly dil | 


played to the Gentiles, who had long been 


ſunk in the groſſeſt ignorance and vice, and 
been deſpiſed, inſtead of being pitied, by their 


more highly favoured brethren. Paul was per- 
fectly aware, that the boldneſs with which he 
inſiſted upon theſe important truths would give 
great offence to his countrymen, and that they 


would charge him, not only with EEE but 
want 


— — = 
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want of natural affeQion. He did not, vw. 
ever, withhold, through fear, the truth in. un- 
righteouſneſs, He rather gave diligence to ex. 
plain it fully, and ſtrongly to urge its evidence 
upon their minds. Anticipating their accuſa. 
tions, he declares his lively concern for the ſal. 
vation of his kinſmen after the fleſh, and aſſures 
them, that he was not become their enemy, be- | 
cauſe he felt it his duty to tell them the truth. 
His doctrine was no novelty ; it was ſupported 
by their own ſcriptures ; it referred to a moſt 
wonderful diſpenſation of Divine grace, which 
had actually commenced, which was eminently | 
to diſplay the glory of God, to diſſeminate hap- 
pineſs throughout the world, and to lead to the 
. complete fulfilment of the e promiſes of mercy | 
4 to the Jews themſelves. 

As the immediate fabjea of that EF of his 
argument which we have read, ſis the univerſal 
promulgation of the goſpel, it ſeems well ſuited 
to the occaſion of our preſent meeting ; and a 
| Hittle attention to it may lead to principles, 

which, by the bleſſing of God, will animate 
and confirm our zeal in the work of miſſions to 
por — | 


(YT 
Ubffünke of the "Apoſtles J reti 
febms to be A bregurdded in "the" followihg 
propoſitibns, Which we purpoſe attemy 7 to 
| Uuſtrile and aß ; 1 8 HE A NE * 3 
nd! Cott wy. of national termed 9 
"24, That the benefits of te go ſpel IR 
be enjoyed, according 0 the Tiveratity of the 
diſpenſation unde r which it 15 Proclamed. un 1 
leſs miſfionaries be ſent into r part of wh 
word t S 09-3 aucb Ger e 
34, That partial failures of fucceſt Torfi ne 
objection” to tan undertakings: ee 
ab, „That miſfionaries ſhall certatnly ſucceed 
ſo far as to penetrate inte every country Upon 


earth; © *0},.42, 3h: SHE tn ANGLER: ee ods 


Stb, That Heatheiis'f a Hear, an did believe, 
and be faded. While many f ofs 7h 


ho Have 


long enjoyed the means of grace, are Token't to 


| 13 6: a06K 1 ieee o! N t 
in vain, Tm. 
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'In lp * fir 2 place, The hel fedcald fal alva- 
tion to mankind, without reſpedt of national Hf. 
ſtinctions. . For the ſcripture faith, "whoſoever 
0 believetli on him ſhall not be aſhamed. 5 For 


Fe * there 1 is no difference between the Jew and the 
i B 5 « Greek : 


44 


W » 


« Greek : for the ſame Lord over all, i is rich1 vn · 
to all that call upon him. For whoſoever ſhall 
« call 'upon the name of the Lord ſhall be fa, 
ved.“ The great national diſtinction with 
which the firſt preachers of the goſpel had any 
concern, was that of Jew and Gentile. That di- 
ſtinction could plead Divine authority for 1 its ori- 
gin, and had all the advantages of antiquity in 


its favour. To ſuppoſe, for a moment, that a 


thing ſo ſacred, could ever ceaſe to exiſt or be 
uſeful, would no doubt be conſidered by many 5 
as impionis. | Paul does not ſeruple, however, 
plainly to declare, that « there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek ;” and he 
maintains his aſſertion by three quotations from | 
the Jewiſh ſcriptures. The firſt of theſe eſta- 
bliſhes the unlimited nature of the great. Promiſe 
of the goſpel. It is taken from Iſaiah, xxviii. 
16. Fhus ſaith the Lord God, Behold I lay 
« in Zia, for a foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, 
a precious corner-ſtone, a ſure foundation : he 
that believeth, (or wWhoſoever believeth), ſhall 
© not make haſte.” | The ſecond i 1s produced as 
an argument from the Divine impartiality i in 
hearing prayer. It ſeems to be taken from 


Pſalm N 18. where the Plalmiſt, in celebra- 
; ting 


E xt } 
ting the univerſal goodneſs of God, ſays, The 
« Lore is nigh unto all them that call upon him, 
« to all that call upon him in truth.” Leſt it 
| ſhould be thought that theſe words of the Pfal- 
miſt were to be reſtricted to temporal mercies, - 
Paul makes the third quotation, from Joel, it. 32. 
to prove, that prayer, by whomſoe ver offered, 
ſhould be anſwered with ſalvation. And it 
« ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever ſhall call 
on the name of the Lord ſhall be delivered 
(or ſaved): for in mount Zion and in Jeruſa- 
lem ſhall be deliverance, as the Lord hath 
« ſaid, and in the remnant whom the Lord 
a lt call. | 
Great as the diſtinctions were of families and 
nations under the early diſpenſations of Di- 
vine grace, they neither exiſted from the begin- 
ning, nor were they ever intended always to 
laſt. They became neceſſary in conſequence 
of our fall into ſin; and they were eſtabliſhed, 
for the time then preſent, with a view to pre- 
ſerve the knowledge of the true God, and of 
his gracious promiſes, and to mark their fulfil- 
ment in the perſon of the Meſſiah. They were 
not oppoſed, but made ſubſervient, to the u- 


| niverſality of the goſpel-diſpenſation. They 
were 


— 
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were gradually rendered more comprehenſive, 
being extended from a family to a nation, that 
the way might be prepared for the glory of the 
latter day. When that day began to dawn, 


they had become old, and were ready to vaniſh 


away. The abolition of theſe diſtinctions, how- 
ever unpopular when it firſt took place, was re- 
cognized and celebrated, both i in the law, and 


the pſalms, and the prophecies. 'The pſalms 
and prophecies ſpeak very fully of the calling 


of the Gentiles to a participation, in common 
with the Jevs, of the bleſſin gs of the goſpel; 


and our Saviour, who came to fulfil the law, 


ſhewed that it made proviſion for the ſame 
thing, when, in explaining the ſecond great 
commandment, he taught that a Jew could be 
neighbour to a man that was a Samaritan. He 
announced, indeed, the abſolute annihilation of 


all national diſtinction, as to the bleſſings of | 


Chriſtianity, in his converſation with the wo⸗ 


man of Samaria, John, iv. 21.—2 3 Woman, 


believe me, the hour cometh, when ye ſhall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jeruſa- 


lem, worſhip the Father. But the hour co- : 


« meth, and now 1s, when the true worſhippers 
« ſhall 


L 13 J 
« ſhall worſhip the F ather in _ and in 
truth, N 
The diſtinction Wen = and Gentile: was, 
at beſt, the mark of a preparatory diſpenſation, 


and certainly was perverted in the moſt abomi- 
nable manner. Occaſion was taken from it to 
foment and to juſtify ſelfiſhneſs, and pride, and 


hatred, and war. Men, to whom the Divine 
law of love had been given, confined their cha- 
rity entirely to the people of their own coun- 


try. Vader: the Notion of patriotiſm *, they 
thought 


n« Patciotif alſo, ſays Soame Jenyns, that celebrated virus 


ſo much practiſed in ancient, and ſo much profeſſed in modern 
times; that virtue, which ſo long preſerved the liberties of 
Greece, and exalted Rome to the empire of the world: this 
celebrated virtue, I ſay, muſt alſo be excluded, (i. e. from 
the catalogue of Chriſtian virtues) ; becauſe it not only falls 
ſhort of, but directly counteracts the extenſive benevolence of 


this religion. A Chriſtian is of no country, he is a citizen of 


the world; and his neighbours and countrymen are the inha- 


bitants of the remoteſt regions, whenever their diſtreſſes de- 


mand his friendly aſſiſtance: Chriſtianity commands us'to love 
all mankind ;. patriotiſm to oppreſs all other countries to ad- 


vance the imaginary proſperity of our own : Chriſtianity en- 


Joins us to imitate. the. univerſal benevolence of our Creator, 
who pours forth bis bleſſings on every nation upon earth; pa- 
triotiſm to copy the mean. 1 8 8 of an n pariſh-offi- 


2 ˙²ð»A 


(44 ] 
thought themſelves warranted to regard choſe 
fellow-creatures, who were ſeparated from them 
by a ridge of mountains, or an arm of the ſea, 
as their natural enemies. And, inſtead of being 
defirous to impart benefits to others, were dif: 
poſed to value what they enjoyed, in propor- 

| tion OY the enjoyment of it hn gre 
— ee "hath to ing fevalod in thi 
church of Chriſt. Many of the ſocieties which In 

| Exif in i, have acted, as if a diſtinction be- t 

| tween them, like that of Jew and Gentile, had W 
been eſtabliſhed by Divine authority. They have Wl 
almoſt whally.confined: their views to their own tb 


? 
and WI. ans aa 83 2 


ö 
* aggrantlizement. It has been their great ambi- A 
tion to gain the exclufive countenanee of the 


cer, who-thinks.injuice and cruelty metitorious, whenever I bi 


| | ibey promote the intereſts of bis own inconſiderable village, tere 
| | This has ever been a favourite virtue with mankind, becauſe the 
it conceals ſelf-intereſt under the maſk of public ſpirit, not dili 
| only from others, but even from themſclves, and gives a licence i ſake 
| to infli q wrongs and injuries, nat only with imppnity, but ich I 2ans 
” | applauſe; but-it is ſo-diametrically oppoſite to the great che | frg 
ractetiſtic of this inſtitution, that ĩt never could have been ad- nm, 

q mitted into he liſt of Chriſtian virtues.” View of the-inter- WM for t 
| | nal Evidenee of the Chriftian Religion, * Soame' Jenyns, BY they 


page 42. of the ninth edition. 
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wlers of the countries where their ſtrength lay, 
And even when they were obviouſly agreed re- 
ſpecting the great doctrines of grace, they have 
ſo completely exhauſted their ſtrength, in mu- 
tual contention, that they have left themſelves 
little either of time, inclination, or ability, ta 


do any thing Far the good of their Heathen br 


thren *, 

Very happily a afterent diſpolition vated to 
manifeſt itſelf, Chriſtians obſerve, that while 
they are diſputing among themſelves by the 
way who ſhall be greateſt, the intereſts of their 
Maſter, and the ſalvation af their brethren 
throughout the world, are grievouſly neglected. 
Amed 0 mu ON MO "RA ad 


# « we talk, ſays Mr Horne, of the Land of the cſta- 
blihment, the difſenting cauſe, the baptiſt and independent in- 


tereſt, the methodiſt cauſe, and the like, until we loſe fight of 


the Chriftian canſe, the common intereſts of mankind, and the 
dligent, peaceable ſervice of our Maſter. Thus do we for- 
lake the ſublime of religion, fink into the meanneſs of parti- 
zans, and inſpire our flocks with a fierce ſeQarian zeal. We 
firſt baptine our ſecular intereſts and evil tempers into the 
name of the diſintereſted and lowly Jeſus z and then, contend 
for them, with as much warmth and pertinacity, W 
they involved our ſalvation.” Lemers on Miſſions, page 2. 


— — —— — — —„— 
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| ſetting themſelves ſeriouſly to attend- FRE -that 


molt exalted obje& of Chriſtian zeal, the ſend. 
ing of the goſpel to all nations. They leave it 
not, as formerly, to the excluſive care of a few 
ſocieties, however reſpectable, but are every 
where aſſociating publicly for the purpoſe of 
producing general intereſt, mutual confidence, 


combined endeavour, and extenſive operation. 


Being brought into contact with one another, 
and warmed by the ſame ſentiment, they irre- 


| fiſtibly unite. While the men of che world are 


embroiled: i in the moſt furious conteſts, an har- 


mony is ariſing among the people of Chriſt, 


which is ſo uncommon, ſo unlike every thing 


which has been known in modern times, that 


we need not wonder if ſome of our older 


brethren, and all our high church leaders of 
every denomination, be alarmed at its appear- 


ance x. The ſigns of the times are, indeed, 
aſtoniſhing. When we compare, the. judgments 


that are in the earth, On the; movements 


which 


| * we v were —— rw; PO " th Gee AL 
ſembly of the eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, and i in one of 
the Aſſociate Synods, vrhen a queſtion concerning the Mil. 
fionary Societies was agitated, the arguments of the 1najority 


in both theſe Courts were n ſimilar. 


10 


which 4 to be made in the church, we an- 
xiouſly turn to the page of prophecy that ſeems 
now to be unfolding, and aſk the myſterious | 
queſtions; · Hath the tenth part of the city fal- 
« len? Is the ſecond woe paſt, and hath its 

« ſpeedy follower the third, already come? 

« Hath the ſeventh angel actually ſounded, and 
do we now hear the great voices in heaven, 
« ſaying, The kingdoms of this world are be- 
come tlie kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt, and he er —_ for ever and vere” 
* xi. 13, 14, 15. 550 8. 0 f ei adi | 
Let us, brethren, . the opening of n 


of God. Let us be concerned, not for the church 


in Scotland alone, under any of its forms or de- 
nominations; but, adopting the language of the 
Plalmiſt, ſay; „Let the people praiſe thee} 10 
« God; let all the pebple praiſe thee. Then 
« ſhall the earth yield her increaſe; and God, 
even our own God, ſhall bleſs us. God Thall 
v blefs us, and all the ends of the earth ſhall 
fear him.“ In pleading the cauſe o Heathens 
at a diſtance; we would not wiſh to withdraw 
your attention from thoſe among whom you 
live. But, while moved by the miſery that is 
preſented to our view; are we not apt to diſe- 
7 RT To 


1 18 
gard the miſery, greater perhaps, and mqte ge- 


neral, of which we are informed. only by the 
| teſtimony of: others? The diftant Heat] 


equally need, and, bleſſed be God, are equally 
warranted with ourſelves to believe the goſpel. 
If there be no difference between the Jew 
and the Greek, far leſs is there any between 
one nition of Gentiles and another. Let 
which now obtains- We have ptoſited by it. 


Our inſtitution, as a Miſſionary Society, calls 


upon us to act according ta its ſpirit and ters 
dency. And we are ute, that, to the end of 
time, it will keep equal pace with the progreſs 


_ of the goſpel, until it ĩſſu in univexſal and eter- 


nal peace. For out of Tion ſhall ge forth 
© the law, and the word df the Lord from Jeru- 
ſalem. And he fall judge among the na- 
tions, and: ſhall rebuke many peeple; and 
they ſhall beat their ſwords into pleughſhares, 
and their ſpears; into pruning hooks; nation 
_ -* ſhall not lift up (word againſt nation, neither 

„mall t Jenn: war es rer. en i þ 5 4. 


{In x the ſecond 8 The Wa of the . 
pel cannot be enjoyed, according to the hbera- 
: 1 5 5 | vg lity 
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ly bang diſpenſation under which it is pro- | 
claimed, unleſs Miſſionaries be ſent into every 
part of the world. How then ſhall they call 
on him in whom they have not believed? and 

« how ſhall they believe in him of whom they 


„have not heard? and how ſhall they hear 


„without a preacher? and how ſhall they 
« preach except they be ſent? As it is written. 
How beautiful are the feet of them that 
„ preach the goſpel of peace, and bring glad 


„ tidings of good things!” It might have been 


ſuppoſed, that if there were no difference be- 
tween the Jew and the Greek, the condition of : 
the Gentiles was ſufficiently favourable and ſafe, 
although no means ſhould be uſed for their il- 
lamination. Unreafonable as this opinion at firſt 
ſight may appear, it is not uncommon in the 
preſent times. Many argue, in ſeeming con- 
formity to the ſeriptures which were quoted | 


above by the Apoſtle, that fince the Lord is 


rich in mercy unto all, there is no fear but 
Heathens will be eternally happy, whether they 
hear the goſpel or not. Such perſons muſt, of 
courſe, diſregard the object of a Miſſionary So- 
ciety, and be diſpoſed to neglect the means of 
FREY even for themſelves, It was of impor- 

tance, 


[20] 
tance, therefore, that Paul ſhould guard his 
quotations from being wreſted, and it is of equal 
importance to us, that we ſhould attend to the 
inferences which he draws from them. He 
ſhews, that they lead to a concluſion very diffe- 
rent from that which we have now mentioned. 
Salvation, in the goſpel-promiſe, was connected 
with prayer, and this connection of the means 
with the end evinced the neceſſity of a know- 
ledge of the truth. Nothing conſiſtent with 
the Divine character could be more gracious, 
than the proclamation to a world of ſinners, 

Whoſoe ver ſhall call on the name of the Lord 
ſhall be ſaved.” Vet from this proclamation 
alone, it was evident, that without the preach- 
ing of the goſpel men could not enjoy this great 
ſalvation. How ſhall they call on him in 
« whom they have not believed? and how ſhall 
they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how ſhall they hear without a 
« preacher ? and how ſhall they preach except 
they be ſent?” The reaſoning is obvious and 
irreſiſtible, and it is moreover confirmed by ano- 

ther quotation from Iſaiah, reſpecting the man- 
ner in which the bleſſings of the goſpel were 
in fact to he conveyed. This was to be done 
| by 


* 
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by the ſending: of preachers, whoſe office is, 


therefore, deſcribed to be of the utmoſt impor- 
tance. As it is written, How beautiful are the 
« feet of them that preach the goſpel of peace, 


and bring glad tidings of good things!“ 


In deſcribing the ſpiritual condition of our 
fellow-creatures, it would ill become us to ſpeak 


with unfeeling preſumption. But, when the 
word of God expreſsly declares, that the Hea- 


then are without excuſe, and that, as a judg- 
ment for their idolatry, God hath given them up 


to uncleanneſs, to vile affections, and to a repro- 
bate mind; when all the authentic accounts 


we receive concerning the manners of Pagan 
and infidel nations, corroborate theſe declara- 
tions * ; would it not de 2 delicacy, and a 

proof 


* The following teſtimony of one, who has ſpent the 
greater part of his life among the Heathen in India, deliver- 
ed with an unaffected ſimplicity, which is an internal mark of 


its veracity, deſerves particular notice: The knowledge of 


God, of his divine perfeCtions, and of his mercy to man- 
* kind, may be abuſed ; but there is no other method of re- 


4 claiming mankind, than by inſtructing them well. To hope 


6 that the Heathens will live a good life, without the know- 


« ledge of God, is a chimera, The praiſe beſtowed on the 
kr # Heathetis of this country by many of our r hiſtorians, 3 is re- 


cc * futed 


| 
| 
| 
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proof of cruelty, rather than of compaſſion, to 


deny, or to conceal the miſery of their ſtate. 
The Heathens, brethren, that is, millions of 


Four fellow- creatures, are dead in treſpaſſes 
Land ſins;” they are “ by nature the children 


« of wrath; taken captive by the devil at his 


will; fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving 


„divers luſts and pleaſures, living in malice 
* and envy, hateful and hating one another.” 
If ever they are to be ſaved, their ſalvation, 
under God, muſt depend upon you, They. 
cannot calf upon the name of the Lord, unleſs 
they believe in him : ; they cannot believe in 


| him, unleſs they hear of him; they cannot 


hear without preachers, and men cannot preach 
except they be ſent. 5 
What, then, is our obvious duty? Are we to 
ſit ſtill and confine ourſelves to prayer for their 
ſalvation, when. the means which we ſhould uſe 


are ſo _ e qut? Doubtleſs, the 
4 effectual 


« futed by a cloſe (I might almoſt ſay, fuperfcial) inſpectian 
« of their lives. Many hiſtorical works are more like a ro- 
% mance than hiſtory. Many gentlemen here are aſtoniſhed 


& how ſome hiſtorians have proſtituted their talents, by writ- 
| 44; ing fables.” See Mr Swartz's letter, in the- Miſſionary ; 


Magazine for January 1797, page 16, 


231 
« effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
« availeth much :” but prayer, unaccompanied 
with exertion, if not abſolutely hypoeritical, 
muſt aſſuredly be lukewarm. To one who 
ſhould reſt ſatisfied with ſuch an evaſion of du- - 
ty, we might apply the queſtion of John, re- 
ſpecting a ſimilar character as to temporal 
things, How dwelleth the love of God in 
« him ?” No, brethren; God hath fent unto us 
all his fervants the prophets and apoſtles, riſing 
up early and ſending them, becauſe he had 
compaſſion on his people, and on his dwelling- 
place ; and let us, if we are at all ſerious in our 


dear children. Let us riſe up early and ſend 


men to relieve our periſhing brethren. Let us 
ſend unto them preachers, that they may hear, 
and believe, and call upon the name of the 
Lord, and be ſaved. Let us cheerfully part 
_ with preachers for this important purpoſe ; nay, 
let us ſeparate them for the work whereunto 
the Holy Spirit hath called them. Let the 
_ churches of Chrift bring them forward on their 
journey after a godly ſort, and receive ſuch, 
that they may bo fellow-helpers to the truth. 
Let preachers rejoice, that they are honoured 

; LETS to 


1 


to be ſo highly uſeful in the world. Let Wem | 
willingly ſay, Here are we, ſend us.“ For 
Chriſt's name ſake, let them go forth, taking 
nothing of the Gentiles, feeking not theirs but 
them. Let them go out into the high ways 
and hedges. Let them cry without, and utter 
their voice in the ſtreets; let them cry in the 
chief place of concourſe, inthe openings of the 
gates; in the city; let them utter their words. 
Let them carry along with tliem thewell-atteſt- 
Jay record. of divine truth. Let them tranſlate 

Let them copy it ut: Let them publiſh, 
hat dif perſe it. While God himſelf giveth the 
increaſe; let them plant, and let them water 
churches of Chriſt. Difficülties let them en- 
counter with alacrity ; dangers let them meet 
"with fortitude ; Hardſhips let them bear with 
patience. Let them be ready, not to be bound 


= only, but alſo to die for the name of the Lord 


Jeſus. And when any of them ſhall have 
actually reſiſted unto blood, let his brethren, 
inſtead of being diſeouraged by his fate, rejoice 
in the grace by which he was ſupported ; and, 
while they follow his footſteps, let them cheer- 
fully lay, 1 He been not have died in a better 
1 See 


When 
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Wen doch mall be 1 * 
they ſhall be perſiſted in, when they ſhall be 
made univerſally throughout the Chriſtian 
church, then ſhall it appear that the time to 
favour Zion, yea the ſet time is come. For 
the ſervants of the Lord ſhall take pleaſure 
« in her ſtones, and favour the duſt thereof. 80 
* the Heathen ſhall fear the name of the Lord, 
« and all the kings of the earth his glory.” 
And why ſhould they not be made without de- 
lay? Is it not a duty to make them now, as 


well as in primitive times? Moſt certainly it is, 


and muſt continue to be lo, while the command 
ſhall be binding, and the promiſe | ſhall ſtand 
good, which our Lord gave to his diſciples be- 

fore his aſcenſion. | 
Is the preſent period ſo peculiady 3 
able as to juſtify liſtleſs indifference, or ineffica- | 


cious expectation? Theſe: are juſtifiable at no 


period; the preſent is the only one which 
we can improve; and, portentous as it ſeems, 
many advantages may be found in it, which be- | 
fore were unknown: Mutual forbearance now 
more generally prevails, and thus the brethren 
are more diſpoſed to combine their efforts. Learn- 
in 8 is wholly and d excluſively 3 in the Me” of 

D the 
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thie Chant blond. Te rbiics off che 
*rld is m their tans. - The diſcovery of fo. 
feign counties is almoſt completed. They ure 
becoming indre ey N ache Every Gy, Men 
feem to be growtiiy miete a Wale to the voice ef 
informations; a Fpirit of engüry has Borte a- 
broad; Where people might hive Feftiaifred in- 
_ etteritive, they fe Fotcibly voted by the alarm 
of ittipentling calamity ; tid, is f Eo catch tlie 
fivoitrable moment, Criſtiaris re every 'whete 
Prepftting to por into their anxids mhids the 
Conſolaticirs of the gefpel. Say ndt, then, 

+ Hhete are yet fotir grictit lis, hd Kren Come th 


A Jidrveſt:: behold, I ay uto Y, lift up u. 


* eyes, and lobk on the: Relds; for they are 
white already to harveſt.” The preſent is in- 
deed a tibublous time. Dot what faith che ſcrip- 
tcture? . The; ſtrett of or Ferüfalem fhall be built, 

and the wall, e ven in- troubloms times. Dan. ix. 
25. It isa tie of much itifibelity and widked- 
-Hefs. But the infidelity and wickednefs which 
"Prevail Have beth greatly inereaſed by the cor- 
rüptibns öf tlie church, and he hy poerify or in- 
cbtifſſtency bf its -profelfed members. The 
Preachers of the goſpel kave been lazy, white 
"tlie apoſtles of error "live been active. Our 
iniquities, 


(91 


iniquiziss, bxathren, and the, iniquitins of our | 
| fathers, have added to our difficulties this day. 
Had we been exemplary in our own candudt, = 

and as '3ea}ous in our cauſe as infidels are in 
theirs ; had we even uſed the ſame degrees of . 
exextion, in promoting the goſpel, which we dp 
in purſping our worldly concerns, there is 1eg- 
ſon ta þeligve, that the work of the Lord would 


bape been further adyanced, and in a more fa- 


_ vqurable condition.” But wickedneſs muſt a- 
ways ineresſe, till coynterated by the goſpel. 
Let the profaneneſs of the timas, then, be: ac- 
| knowledged ay à cauſe of humiliation, and a 
mative to repentanęe, hut ler it not once be na- 
med as an apology fax negligepcs, Will the ggr- 
den of the ſlyggard he clearad of its weeds bx a 
ütttle more flymber? And ho can we trifle. a- 
way our lives in liftlefs indulgenee, when the in- 
of Chriſt are reduced to ſo low a ſtate. 
Thu ſpeaketh the Lord of hats, ſaxing, This 
people ſay, the time. is not come, the time 


that the Lord's houſe ſhould be built. Then 
_ * cometh the word of the Lord, ſaying, Is it 


_ * time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled 


« WN and . Waun =o waſte ? Now, there - 
; rw h fore, 


3 


4 "Ty thus faith the Lord of hots, Conſider! 2 


_ * your ways.” Haggai, 1 I. 2, 3 %% »Ibne 


781 


Again, Shall we fear to ſend preachers f 


abroad, Teſt the churches of Chriſt be left deſti- 2 


tute at home ? What! hath the Head over all 


things to the church exhauſted his gifts, or or 
will he ceaſe to beſtow them, becauſe they are 
all improved to the greateſt advantage, in order 
to enlarge his heavenly kingdom? Had others 
been affected by ſuch a fear of unbelief, they 
| never had ſent their preachers to dur forefathers, 10 


| and we ſhould have been now miſerable 


Surely, we can look only for a liberal ſupply, 


when we freely impart of the portion recei- 


ved, to the neceſſities of our brethren. It 


might Probably be found, upon enquiry, to 


be an invariable rule in the hiſtory of the ; ; 
| church, that able and zealous miniſters of Chriſt 
have always been moſt numerous, when the 


greateſt proportion of them was devoted to the 


ſervice of the gofpel among the Heathen *. 
When Preachers a are either e to 8⁰ 2 


9 ” > 


» FD 3 1 of faithful 1 ee Is likely t to he 
procured from among the teachers of Sunday-ſchools, which, ; 
though now "oy" . are a recent inſtitution in this 8 


country. 
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abroad; or are withheld by the Gael blind 5 
leaders frequently run unſent, and oceupy the 
ſtations which preachers ſhould have filled. 
Hence, in a great meaſure, the groſs enthuſi- 8 
aſm which we hear of at Sierra Leone, and in 
ſome parts of America. The truth i is, in theſe 
places, there has been, and ſtill is, a want of 
preachers, and men have aſſumed the office, = 
ſome of whom cannot ſo much as read the holy f 
ſeriptures. As might naturally be expected, | 
evils have followed, which it would have been 
much eaſier to have EG; than it can now 5 
be to Semedy © oO OT ; 
2 II 193 TIS 01 „„ Finally, 


* Fee Ws from 8 . in ER religious intel x 
gence | of the Miſſionary Magazine for J anuary = and February. 
«Tn this province,” ſays a correſpondent i in Nova Scotia, : 
in a letter dated October 1796, « in this province, diviſions * 
are endleſs. We have Roman Catholics, Church of England, 85 


eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, Burghers, Antiburghers, Co- 


venanters, Dutch Calviniſts, Congregationaliſts, Lutherans, ; 7 


Methodiſts both of W eſley's and Lady Huntingdon's con- 

nections, Baptiſts, Swedenborgians, Sandemanians, Quakers, | 
Vniverſaliſts, and a ſect called New Lights. Error in faith 
and practice abounds. Enthuſiaſm, in all its hideous forms, 


falks abroad in open day z and bigotry, with all its fliffneſs, 
manifeſts itſelf, to the great prejudice of the true religion. ? 


Theſe evils he almoſt entirely —_— to the want of proper i 
preachers, Do” 


f 30 ] | 
- Finally, Shall we, willing to juſtify: n 
ſeek a refuge in controverſy, and plead chat 
preachers may ſtay at home, until Chriſtians be 
agreed, 'as to the doctrines which they ſhould 
preach, and as to the manner, in which they 


mould be ſent abroad? Heathens, it is ſaid, Wl 


only be confounded. by contradictory opinions 

and various mades of © worſhip. We thould 
wait, therefore, till we attain greater upanimity, 
before we think' of making proſelytes. Differ- 


| ences af opinion are certainly an obſtacle to 


the diffufion of the golf pe]. But they are .o 
chiefly, ; as they involve a corruption of the gof- 
pet itſelf While the Lord gives teſtimony to 
the word of his grace, that it may have free 
courſe and be glorified ; he in mercy to man. 
kind confines the contagious effuſions of ig- 
Noranc ce and. imad of Let us, therefore, 

* 8 Men may of 1 e Chyiſti 5 

Is, „ ſays Dr Hardy, but they ſhall not propagate it in this 
Rate : they ſhall not ſpread error over the earth 3 in the name 
of Chriſt ; they ſhall not give to the Gentiles an inſijtute of 
pageantry and myſticiſm, calling it Chriſtianity: they may 
offer it if they will, but providencę ig its general candy 
| ſhews that the Gentiles will pot accept it.” - Sepmon before 
the Society in Scotland for propagyting Chviſtion MO 
May 30. 1793. 
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in propagating Chriſtianity, learn vo keep 


clofe to the ſcriptures, and to attempt the 


difemination of nothing but the truth. In- 


ſtead, however, of waiting till we attain greater 


mani before we engage in miſſions, ui 


ſhould rather conſider it as am addi 


for engaging in them innnediarely, that they Be 


are the moſt tikely means im the world to pro- 


mote the unanimity which is Jefired. Many of 


our contyoyerfies are tmerely of a lecul nature. 
They have kaken their riſe from our peculiar 


modss of foholaſtic ellucntion, or from the laws 


and duſtoms of the land in which we live ; and 
they hg Y 
the ambition, and the temporal intereſt of the 


parties, rather than by the- deliberately fermeil 
judgment of -their minds. _ Where'the bene 6f 


contention lies, there the conteſt is likely to 


continue. But fix the attention of the comba- 
tants on a common object, remove them from 
the field of battle; and an armiſtioe will enſue, 
which may leud to an honourable and a [laſting 
peace. Have not tlie Miffionary Societies alrea- 
dy tended to unite the people of Chriſt? And, 

if this be the caſe. with the members of theſe 
ſocieties, "RO Os ana will it be with a 


been kept -alive by che prejudice, 


* * 
* 
— ww — » __ 
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WW Will not ſympathy. of zealpin the 
ſame great undertaking, will not mutual depen. | 
dence and participation in all the difficulties 

| — that may befall, will not the to- 

tal change of circumſtanoes itſelf, have a moſt 
| rng effect in binding them together 

What, brethren, would become of our divi- 

St fions abbut the National Covenants, the law 

"Of: Patronage, and the Burgher Oath, if we were 

once embarked on a voyage to the Eaſt Indies, 

or fairly landed, and addreſſing the Hindoos *, | 

That there are differences of opinion in the 
church of Chriſt of a more general and impor- 

tant nature, we do not deny. But even theſe 


are by no means ſo formidable as may be ſup- 


pPoſed. Chriſtians frequently imbibs notions, 
_ 3 neiher 1 in | their ente. e 
EY, | rf ent fe their 


x ** T : 7 8 * \ ta * _— 
1 


„ In fn ALA there have "Fo ſeveral inflandes ef Als 
r mien with one another, who poo oa to 
| different comexions before they left this country. | 
It deſerves allo to be mentioned, that — 

| ed a ſeſſion of elders at Sierra Leone, according to the, Preſby- 
teriap model e of the Church of Scotland, one of whom was 
| lately a a Scotch Independent, and another had conformed to the 
Church of England. Not only have theſe men accepted the 
bo. office, but the whole ſeſſion appear to be very harmonious, and 
— * in endeavours to do good. N 


L 33 ] 
their conduct. About theſe they may diſpute 
keenly among themſelves. But let them pour 


out their ſouls in prayer to God, or let them 
preach the goſpel to ignorant ſinners, and 


they will uſe nearly the ſame language. After 
all, if Heathens ſhould perceive ſome differen- 

ces of opinion, and varieties of worſhip among 
Chriſtians, does it neceſſarily follow, that by theſe 


things, they will be confounded? Will they not 


ſee, that ſuch differences fink into nothing, when 
compared with the difference between the doc- 
trines of the goſpel and their own vain ſuperſti- 


tions? They will not, therefore, re ject our light, 
becauſe ſome of its rays may be tinged by the 
medium through which they paſs. No doubt, 


while knowledge is imperfect, the wanderings 
of error will be many, and her wanderings will 
retard the advancement of the truth. But we 
are not to ſtop, becauſe our progreſs is flow. 

« Whereto we. have already attained, let us 


walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame 


« thing : and if in any thing ye be otherwiſe 
minded, God ſhall reveal even this unto you.” 
The promiſe of unclouded viſion belongs to 
the miſſionaries of the latter day. « Thy watch- 


* men ſhall lift up the voice, with the voice 


E together 


I] 


8 * together ſhall they ſing : for they ſhall ſee 
« eye to. eye when the Lord hall ein again 
4 Zion.“ r,, 

As to any queſtion that might ariſe reſpectin 8 
the manner in which preachers ſhould be ſent 
abroad, the conſtitution of our Society wiſely 
provides againſt the ſhadow of a pretext for 
controverſy. Every approved candidate they 
will remit for ordination to the particular reli- 
gious connection to which he belongs. It was 
known, that ſerious ſcruples would be enter. 
tained by ſome, againſt a miſſionary ſociety, in 
which miniſters of different denominations 
ſhould, in their coalition as members of the ſo- 
ciety, ordain miſſionaries. To avoid giving un, 
neceſſary offence, the regulation to which we 
refer was adopted x. But to cure them of bi- 
gotry, _ to 5 88 humiliation, let every 

religious 


® It was * 15 a Doctor in our General Aﬀembly 

laſt year, that this regulation laid a foundation for contro- 
verſy and even bloodſhed among miſſionaries, becauſe it 
ſuppoſed they might be of different religious perſuaſions. 
To ſuch reaſaning it ſeems ſufficient to reply, that no ſociety 
which adopts a regulation of ſo much forbearance is likely to 
be tainted with bigotry, and that no miſſionaries, willing to 
aſſociate with one another, according to the liberal fpirit of 
this rule, can be the zealots of a party. ” ” 


” [ 35 ] „ 

religious community obſerve, that the very ex- 
iſtence of ſocieties for propagating the goſpel, 
is an evidence of the deficiency of conſtituted 
churches. Had they not all been wanting in 
zeal or in abilities, or both, ſuch ſelf- created 
inſtitutions would not have taken place. It is 
indeed very remarkable, that while all churches 
have profeſſed to imitate the primitive model, 
they have almoſt all agreed to neglect a very 
conſpicuous part of it, the deſtination of a pro- 
portion of miniſters to the labours of itinerancy. 
This certainly ſhould not be neglected ſo long 
as the diffuſion of the goſ] pel remains incom- 
plete; and yet, while eccleſiaſtical judicatories 
are buſied every day about the ſettlement of 
miniſters in formed congregations, and where 
a temporal proviſion for their maintenance is 
ſecured, the ſending of miſſionaries is almoſt 
unknown ; when it does happen, it originates, 
not ſo much in the zeal of the conſtituted au- 
thorities of the church, as in that of indivi- 
duals who aſſociate for the purpoſe of prompting 
them to their duty; and the office of a miſſion- 
_ ary itſelf is ſo ſeldom recommended, and ſo eaſily 
given away, that the men who venture to un- 


dertake it, are generally regarded as wild en- 
| | thuſiaſts, 
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thuſiaſts, and are ſometimes, in fact, very ill 
qualified for the important taſk. It cannot be 
pleaded, that there is a want of preachers ; for 
where proper means are uſed, there will always 
be a ſupply proportioned to the demand. Nei- 
ther can want of reſources be pleaded ; for cer- 
tainly a church has the ſame reſources which 


a ſociety has. Experience has always ſhewn, 
that Chriſtians are willing to contribute to- 


wards the propagation of the goſpel; and con- 
tributions might, in general, be raiſed with 
greater advantage by a church than by any 


other body of men. Let us confeſs, then, that 
the zeal of individuals has often ſurpaſſed the 
zeal of the churches of Chriſt in their collec. 


tive capacity ; and let thoſe churches beware 


of preferring cumberſome and lifeleſs forms of 
procedure to duties of real importance, which 
have been much neglected. Miſfionary ſocie- 


ties were called for by the commanding voice 
of neceſſity. Let them be countenanced 


by the lovers of Jeſus and of ſouls, until the 
churches be reſtored to primitive harmony and 


vigour. And let it not be unnoticed, that by 
the ſame principle upon which we juſtify a 
miſſionary ſociety, we muſt approve of other 

voluntary 
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voluntary miſſionary undertakings. *©* Would 
« God ! that all the Lord's people were pro- 
« phets, and that the Lord would put his Spi- 
« rit upon them.” Many, it is ſaid, ſhall run 
to and fro, and knowledge ſhall be increaſed. 
But hitherto our itinerant evangeliſts ſeem to 
be neither ſufficiently numerous nor reſpecta- 
ble. © The harveſt truly is plenteous, but the 
« labourers are few. Pray ye, therefore, the 
Lord of the harveſt, that he will ſend forth 
0 labourers into his harveſt, N Math. ix. 37 38. 


In the third place, Partial failures of ſucceſs 
form no objection to miſfionary undertakings. 
« But they have not all obeyed the goſpel. For 
„Eſaias ſaith, Lord, who hath believed our re- 
« port ? So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
„hearing by the word of God.” After cele- 
brating the labours of thoſe who travelled from 
one country to another to preach the goſpel of 
peace, Iſaiah, in the ſame prophetical diſcourſe 
from which the Apoſtle had taken his laſt quo- 
tation, ſays, liii. 1. Who hath believed our re- 
port.? and to whom is the arm of the Lord re- 
« vealed?” Paul was aware, that as theſe words 
contain a complaint, which has always been 
; | too 


TP 1 
too well founded, ſome might t turn than! inte 
an objection againſt his labours as the Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles. Why, they might ſay, continue 
preachin g to Gentiles, when all thoſe who have 
already heard you do not believe? Reaſon. 


ing like this is frequently retailed to the pre- 
ſent day. Some who even acknowledge the 


neceſſity of the goſpel to ſalvation, ſeem diſpo- 


ſed to treat as hopeleſs, or at leaſt very unlikely, 


all attempts to propagate Chriſtianity among 


the Heathen. They profeſs to think it wrong, 


to take men from what they call ſpheres of cer. 


tain uſefulneſs, to ſpheres where their uſefulneſs 
is very uncertain, They ſpeak with the great- 


er confidence that they think their opinion is 
ſupported by facts. Miſſions, they allege, have 
hitherto failed in almoſt every inſtance, and can 
never be expected to ſucceed, until ſome very 


F important changes ſhall take place in the Hea- 
then world. They would therefore adviſe us 


in the mean time to refrain altogether from 
ſuch undertakings. That the facts here alleged 
might be called in queſtion, at leaſt as to the 
extent alleged, it would be eaſy to ſhew. But, 
waving this point, we are warranted by the 


| _—_— to contend, that 1 no ſuch facts will juſti- 


fy 
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fy the 3 that is drawn from them. He 


argues, that the very complaint which he ſuppoſes 
quoted againſt him, implied the aptitude of the 
means which he employed. Did men refuſe to 
obey the goſpel, becauſe they did not believe 
the report given by its preachers? The obvious 
inference was, that they would have obeyed it, 
and received the benefit, if they had believed 
the report, It was ſurely proper, therefore, that 
the report ſhould be ſpread; for men muſt hear, 
before they belieyed it : how many would be- 
leve it, could not be previouſly known : it was 
worth trying whether any at all would believe 
it; for whoſoever believed ſhould be ſaved. All 
this ſeems implied i in the Apoſtle's anſwer, * So 
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.“ 

That means are not always attended with ſuc- 
ceſs, is no reaſon why they ſhould not be uſed, 
eſpecially when the caſe 1s urgent, and no other | 
means in our power are fit for the purpoſe. Al- 
though Chriſtianity i is plainly calculated to be 
an univerſal religion, yet few will deny, that 
ſome ſtates of ſociety are more favourable than 
others for the introduction of the goſpel; and | 
therefore care. ſhould no doubt be taken, in 5 

. | 
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chooſing the countries where our attempts are 
to be made. Bengal, for inſtance, where, be. 
ſides the immenſe number of people, there is 2 
coconſiderable degree of civilization; many prin. 
ciples received which are held by Chriſtians; 
a decreaſe at preſent of attachment to the old 
ſyſtems of idolatry ; one language extenſively 
| ſpoken ; the proſpect of ſafety and protection 
for miſſionaries ; ; and an advantageous centre, 
whence other miſſions might be ſent i into the vaſt 
ſurrounding countries: ſuch a field as this muſt 
be much more promiſing, and had it not been 
| rendered difficult of acceſs, would probably 

have much ſooner been cultivated, than the 
woods of America, the plantations of flayery 
in the Weſt Indies, and the frozen regions of 
Greenland, where chiefly our exertions have 
been made in modern times. But even in 
theſe countries, in the midſt of ſavages, cru- 
elty, and ſtarvation, the goſpel has not been 
preached in vain. This fact ſurely affords en- 
couragement for attempts in more favourable 
ſituations. At any rate, it would be highly un- 
Warrantable to abandon the general object, be- 
cauſe, in every inſtance, we cannot enſure ſuc- 


ceſs. The ſtate of ſociety in the Heathen 
4 world 
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world, is greatly diverſified, and many parts of 
it, at this day, will be found in circumſtances 
nearly ſimilar to thoſe of the nations amongſt 
whom the Apoſtle of the Gentiles laboured with 

ſo much effect. Who knows, but that before 
Chriſtians have gone over the half of theſe, the 
other tribes of mankind may, in providence, be 
prepared for their future efforts? Beſides, the 
changes in ſociety favourable to the general 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, muſt perhaps be, in part, 


| accelerated by attempts to introduce it. When 


Chriſtianity viſited our favoured iſland, it is moſt 


likely that our anceſtors were nearly i in the ſa- 


vage ſtate, and that] its powerful influence might- 
ily contributed to their civilization *. 
| Humanly 


* We make no apology for inſerting another paſſage from 
the ſermon of Dr Hardy, which has been already quoted. 
After ſhewing that Chriſtianity is adapted to the circumſtan- 
ces of all mankind, he proceeds thus: © We have here to, 
meet a prejudice which has been often entertained on this ſub- 
ject, that ſome conſiderable progreſs in civilization is previ- 


ouſly neceſſary to prepare a people for the reception of Chriſ- 


tianity. Vou muſt firſt- make them men, ſay the patrons of 
this opinion, before you think of making them Chriſtians, 


| You muſt teach them to live in fixed habitations, to aſſoci- 
| ite in villages, to cultivate the ſoil, and then you may hope 


F 955 that 
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Humanly ſpeaking, the miſſionary cannot ex- 
pect any where to proceed ſo faſt in his opera- 
tions, as one who ſpeaks his native tongue to 
his own countrymen, and calls their attention 


to a ſubject, with which they have been, from 
their 


that they will hear and underſtand when you unfold the fub- 
lime principles of the goſpel. T his opinion has been ſupport- 
ed by the abilities of a prelate, who, whether defending the 
legation of Moſes or diſcuſſing the Chriſtian doctrine, ſcorn, 
ed to avail himſelf of the adyantage of ground, but generally 
made the forlorn hope his option. 

The opinion itſelf ſuppoſes a wider difference between the 
underſtanding of the man of the woods and the man of the ci- 
ty than what does in fact take place; and it ſuppoſes the goſ. 
pel to be ſomething more intricate than any of the words of 
Chriſt ſeem to imply. It oppoſes the claim of Chriſtianity 
to be an univerſal religion, conſidering it as adapted to man- 
kind in fome ſituations, but not in all; and it would place 
a final bar in the way of our hopes of any ſucceſs to our reli- 
gion on the {ide of Tartary and America, where the reluctance 
of the people to a ſtationary life is a part of the national cha- 
rafter. That in the caſe of the Americans, a change of life 
to fixed habitations, to agriculture, to civilization and the arts, 
would be a matter of immenſe benefit to the people themſelves, 
is undoubted : it is indeed the only expedient which can fave | 
the whole old nations of the Continent from that extermina- 
tion with which they are threatened by the European colo- 
niſts, But the aid of Chriſtianity ſeems to be neceflary to 

8 facilitate 
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their infancy, familiar. The plough that webs 
the fallow ground i is heavy to hold, and moves | 
ſlowly along. But beginnings are peculiarly 
important. If the miſſionary ſhould ſucceed | 
with but one perſon, an opening i is made; that 

| + perſon 


facilitate this change of ſituation to civil life, inſtead of depend- 
ing for its own reception on the previous accompliſhment of i 
this change. Chriſtianĩty "ABR not require any ſpecific alte- 
. rations to be made in the regulations of civil or political ſoci- | 
ety ; but its ſpirit is propitious to all good works, i it miti gates | 
the tempers of men, it unites them in worſhip, i in humanity, 
and in love, and is thus highly favourable to civilization, and 
to the efſential improvement of the nations. „ 
Shall it be ſaid that the Indian wanderer Lavin not a com- 
prehenfion equal to the admiſſion of the Chriſtian doctrine: ? 
This is the current apology for the failure of the miſſions, but 
is not the real truth of the caſe. — The human mind is not in 
any country below the reach of diſcipline and religious in- 
ſtruction- The American Indian, the Pacific Iſlander, and | 
the African Negto are ſhrewd men, whoſe intelleQual capa- 2 
city will not fuffer in the compariſon with the uneducated 
claſſes of people on the Continent of Europe, Indeed the | 
popular ſpeculation on national diverſities of character, as fix- - 
ed appearances in the human ſpecies, and the claſſification of - 
intellects, according either to phyſical cauſes or modes of liv- 
ing, is at beſt but by potheſis; ; and i in the degree to which it | 
has been ſometimes carried, is extravagant hypotheſis and pre- | 


lumption, Tan We OS now mentioned poſſeſs already 
; the 


i . 
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perſon may riſe up to aſſiſt him with all the ad- 
voantages of a native; many more may profit 
by their united labours; and the country be- 
come by degrees as favourable a field for the 


2 5 as any in which it moſt generally pre- 
vails. 


the fublime diss an which TER reared, They 
acknowledge the great Spirit, and adore him with humble 


proſtration; and they truſt that they ſhall- again meet their 


friends and companions in the world of ſpirits. With ſo much 
true religion they have almoſt no ſuperſtition ; and have lit- 
tle to unlearn, except in ſome moral habits which Chriſtiani- 
ty would correct and reform. What is there then in the ſtate 
of theſe people which ſhould wholly obſtruct their reception 
of the truth? Were the poor of Syria and Paleſtine, to whom 
Chriſt and his apoſtles preached the goſpel, ſo much ſuperior 


in mental accompliſhments to the ſagacious Indian and the 


honeſt N egro ? This will not ſatisfy an impartial enquirer, who 
knows the hiſtorical facts, and who knows further how plain 
and ſimple, and hew happily adapted to the comprehenſion 


of mankind at large, the Chriſtian doctrine is in its ſubſtance, 


even inall that is neceſſary to ſalvation. It certainly does not 
require any preyious-proficiency in arts and ſciences, to un- 
derſtand that God is good, and to love him; to own Jeſus 


Chriſt as a ſpiritual Prince and Saviour; to love one another; 
to be harmleſs and patient and gentle; to have pure thoughts 


and kind affections; and in fine, to receive the whole inheritance 


of faith, hope, and charity. I thank thee, O Father, ſaid our 


Lord, that thoſe things which have been hid from the wiſe 


and 
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vails. In eſtimating, therefore, the ſueceſs of a 
miſſion, the benefits that may be teaped by yo 
ſterity, ſhould be taken into the account.” 

A miffion may be very ſucceſsful, although 
the inhabitants of the country in which it is at- 
tempted, ſhould never enact laws in its favour, 
or conſent, in a maſs, to aſſume the name of 
Chriſtians. The kingdom of Jeſus is not to be 
meaſured by the diviſions, natural or artificial, 
of the terraqueous globe. The queſtion i is not, 
how much of the ard is called Chriſtendom ? ? 

but 


and prudent are now revealed unto babes. It is true, that the 


full elucidation of Chriſtian theology is a work for the ſcho- 


hr and philoſopher, and that the moſt profound reſearch into 
this ſubje& will be repaid with new and glorious views of 
the riches of Divine grace, and of the treaſures of the goſpel; 
but the great lines of the Chriſtian diſpenſation' are plain and 
obvious. It is alſo true, that if the teachers of Chriſtianity 
themſelves miſtake their ſubje&, which is a poſſible caſe, un- 
der the ſeduction of any falſe philoſophy ; if they go to the 
Miſiſſippi, or to the Gambia, with a ſyſtem of metaphyſics in 
their hands, inſtead of the rational and attractive theology of 


the New Teſtament, they will find that the natives are indeed 


utterly unprepared. to attend to the jargon which is offered to 


| them for religion, and that it is abſolutely-impoſſible to make 


converts to a ſcheme of hard words, nice diſtin&ions, and the 
quirks which European divines have been accuſtomed to em- 
ploy in their ſcholaſtic or ſynodical litigations.” P. 14,—19- 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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but where is Chriſt preached ? where are belie- 
vers added to the church? where do men walk 
in the truth, and hold forth the word of Ute t to 


their brethren! 3 
In endeavours to convert the Heathen, as well 


as in every thing elſe, want of' ſucceſs may be 
as frequently owing to faults in the labourers, 
as to difficulties in their work. Changes in the 
ſpirit and conduct of the church of Chriſt, are 
perhaps no leſs neceſſary to the diffuſion of the 
goſpel, than changes in the a * nn a- 


mong Pägans. 


The failure of a miſſion is wy obſervable, 
and i is often publiſhed and exaggerated with 
malicious ſatisfaction. But is there not reaſon 
to fear, that the ordinary: miniſtrations of the 
goſpel, where it has long been known, may be 


as unavailing. Little notice will be taken of 
their failure, becauſe the name of Chriſtian 


and a form of godlineſs are generally aſſumed. 
The conſcientious miniſter, however, will mourn 
over it in ſecret, and, urging at the throne of 
grace the very complaint before us, will ſay, 
Lord, who hath believed our report?“ Now, 
if he muſt not deſiſt nor be diſcouraged in the 
one caſe, why ſhould the miſfionary be diſcou- 


raged 
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raged 3 in the other? and why ſhould Chriſtians, 


in ſpeaking of his ſcheme, attach to it the _- 


thets of improbability? : 


In every real converſion of the ſoul to God 
through Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame grace is at once 
neceſſary and effectual. In every caſe, there- 
fore, the appointed means may be uſed, with a 
humble hope of the Divine bleſſing. | Let us 
attend to duty, and leave the iſſue to God. 
Our labours may not be honoured by the ſal - 
vation of others, but nevertheleſs they ſhall not 
be in vain. Upon this ſubject, the great Head 
of the church himſelf hath ſpoken, in language 
which is fraught with conſolation to each of his 
miniſters. Though Iſrael be not gathered, 
« yet ſhall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, 
and my God. ſhall be my ſtrength.” Iſaiah, 
xlix. 5. Reſpecting the degree of our ſucceſs, 
it becomes us to be reſigned. One thing we 
are warranted moſt ſurely to believe, and it 
ought to be to us a ſufficient encouragement, 
that © the counſel of God ſhall ſtand, and that 
* he will do all his pleaſure.---For as the rain 
* cometh down, and the ſnow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
* earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, 

— 
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« that it may give ſeed to the ſower, and bread 
„to the eater, ſo ſhall the word of the Lord 
1 be, that goeth forth out of his mouth: it ſhall 
not return unto him void, but it ſhall accom. 
«+ pliſh that which he pleaſeth, and proſper in 
te the thing whereto he ſent it.” : Ia. Iv. 10, II. 


AI the fourth place, Miſſionaries ſhall certain- 
ly ſucceed fo far, as to penetrate into every 
country upon earth. © But I fay, have they not 
heard? Yes verily, their ſound went into all 
* the earth, and their words unto the ends of 
the world.” While ſome conceive, that mil. 
fions can be attended with no ſacceſs, others 
think that, in moſt caſes; the very attempt is 
impracticable. How can preachers get admit- 
tance into foreign countries? They can hard- 
Iy get leave to go out to ſome of our own colo- 
nies, and how fhall they prevail with barbarous 
and pagan nations to receive them ? To theſe 
queſtions of deſpondency, the apoſtle enables us 
to give, in few words, a deciſive anſwer. The 
obſtructions to the progreſs of a miſſionary were 
at leaſt as formidable in the time of Paul, as 
they are ever likely to be at any future period. 
Al of them, however, had actually been ſur- 

mounted 
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mounted. Preachers had travelled, in every 


direction, and to the greateſt diſtances. Al- 
though ſucceſs 8 did not always attend them, 


they every where uſed the means, inſomuch 
that, by a bold alluſion to, a paſſage in the 1 gth 


Pſalm, the apoſtle compares. their indefatigable 


activity, and the immenſe extent of their labours, 


to the daily courſe of the ſun in the heavens, and 


to the univerſal language of the worksof creation. 
They have not all obeyed, it is true; © but I ſay, 


* „have they not heard? Ves, verily, their ſound 


M went into all the earth, and their words unta . 


= the ends of the world.” + When Paul wrote this | 


epiſtle, it is poſſible, that the preachers had tra- | 


velled i into all the countries of the Roman em- 
pire, which then was commonly called the world, 


and perhaps e even beyond them. In adopting 
this quotation, however, he certainly had in 
view, a far more extenſive proclamation of the - 
goſpel, than can be ſuppoſed. to have been made 
in his own time. _ | 

We know, that Jeſus is to have « the Hatilien 


for his inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of 


20 the earth for his poſſeſſion,” Pſalm ii. 8.; that 


* men ſhall be blefled in him, and that all na- 
" tions ſhall call him bleſſed, ” Pſalm Ixxii. 17. 
6 that 
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4 that from the riſing of the ſun even. unto the | 
going down of the ſame, his name ſhall be 


EP | great among the Gentiles, and in every place 


« incenſe ſhall be offered unto his name, and a 
pure offering: : becauſe his name ſhall be great 
_ * among the Heathen.” Mal. 1.11. Now, preach- 
ers of the goſpel, acting as itinerants or miſſion- 
aries, are the honoured inftruments'of ſpreading 
abroad the fame of the Lord Jeſus. The ſphere, 
therefore, of their labours mult be, at leaſt, com- 
menſurate, with that of his large and great do- 
| minion. Even where few or none may receive 
them, they ſhall appear as witneſſes for the 
truth, and give a teſtimony, which, though of- 
ten deſpiſed, is, in every caſe, of the moſt aw- 
ful importance. He that believeth and is 
„ baptized, ſhall be ſaved, but he that believeth 
„ not, ſhall be damned.” Mark xvi. 16. And 
into whatſoever city or town ye ſhall enter, 
«4 enquire who in it is worthy, and there abide 
„till ye go thence. And when ye come into 
an houſe, ſalute it. And if the houſe be wor- 
« thy, let your peace come upon it: but if it 
be not worthy, let your peace return to you. 
« And whoſoever ſhall not receive you, nor 
«hear your words : when ye depart out of that 
* houſe 


» 
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1 houſe or "views ſhake off the duſt of your feet. 
« Verily I ſay unto you; It ſhall be more tole- 
« rable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in 
the day of judgment, — for that city.“ Mat. 
x. II. IJ. | . 
Let none ſuppoſe it of little moment, that 


the goſpel of Chriſt ſhould be preached in 
a Heathen country. It is good tidings of 


great joy to all people. It enlightens the dark 
places of the earth, which are full of the habita- 


tions of cruelty. It takes one of a city, and 


two of a family and brings them to Zion. Thus 


muſt the outcaſts of Iſrael be gathered into one. 
If the meſſage of God, which makes no excep- 


tions, and is publicly proclaimed, be rejected by 
the wicked, the guilt is their own. They may 


harden themſelves againſt the Almighty. They 
may © deſpiſe the riches of his goodneſs, and for- 
* bearance, and long-ſuffering, not knowing that 


« the goodneſs of God leadeth them to repen- 
* tance ; but after their hardneſs and impenitent 
hearts, treaſure up unto themſelves wrath a- 
« gainſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
* righteous judgment of God.” Rom. ii. 4, 5. 
They may be permitted to perſiſt in their pro- 
vocations, till the goſpel ſhall be withdrawn, 

and 
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and transferred to another corner of the Lord's 
vineyard. But even in ſuch a caſe as this, the 


work of the preachers is not loſt. It has made 
a ſeparation between one deſcription of men 


and another, which no earthly tie can prevent, 


and which ſhall iſſue in the abſolute and eter- 


nal diſtinction both of ſtate and of character. 
The goſpel in redeeming from the world, de- 
taches a man from the confidence and the cor- 
dial friendſhip of his neareſt relatives. It is the 


fan of the Son of God, by which he will tho- 


roughly purge his floor, until he gather the 


wheat into his garner, and burn up the chaff 


with unquenchable fire. Thanks be unto 
God, ſaith the Apoſtle, which always cauſeth 
_ * us to triumph in Chriſt, and maketh manifeſt 
the ſavour of his knowledge by us in every 
« place. For we are unto God a ſweet ſavour 


of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in them 


that periſh, To the one we are the ſavour 
*« of death unto death; and to the other the ſa- 


„ your of life unto life: and who is ſufficient 


„for theſe things?“ 2 Cor. ii. 14, 15, 16. 
The world itſelf is kept in exiſtence, that 


miſſionaries may finiſh their appointed courſe. 


This goſpel of the kingdom ſhall be preached 
| 8 * 
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jn all the world, for a witneſs unto all nations, 
and then ſhall the end come.” Math. xxiv. 14: 
If, therefore, the very earth waits, and ſhall not 


paſs away, until the work of the preachers of _ 


the goſpel ſhall be completed, who, upon the _ 
face of the -earth, ſhall ever be able to ſtop- 
them in their progreſs? © Why do the Heathen 
„rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 
The kings of the earth ſet themſelves, and the 
« rulers take counſel together, againſt the Lord, 
« and againſt his Anointed, ſaying, Let us break 
* their bands aſunder, and caſt away their cords 
« from us. He that ſitteth in the heavens ſhall 
„laugh: the Lord ſhall have them in deriſion. 
„Then ſhall he ſpeak unto them in his wrath, 
and vex them in his ſore diſpleaſure.” Pſalm 
li. 15. Every valley ſhall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill ſhall be made low: 
and the crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and 
the rough places plain. And the glory of the 
Lord ſhall be revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee 


it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath © 


_ * ſpoken it.” Iſaiah xl. 4, 5. | . 
The Ang en of Chriſt is not of this . 
and therefore his ſervants do not fight. By the 
ſtrength however of their Maſter, © they ſhall 
% not 
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not fail, nor be diſcouraged, t e Wirt | 


* ſet judgment in the earth.” Iſaiah XIIi. 4. 
Many have indulged the dream of univerſal 
conqueſt. Oceans of blood have been ſpilt in 
attempts to realiſe it. But never did the moſt 
ambitious and enterpriſing prince among the 
ſons of the mighty, with all the pomp and 
power which a potſherd of the earth could 


diſplay, make half the progreſs that has been 


already made by the deſpiſed miniſters of Jeſus 
| Chriſt; and when men ſhall ſhut up the ſun in 
his chamber, when they ſhall take from him 
the joy of running his race, then may they 
hope to ſay to the goſpel, 66 ne ſhalt 5 
© come, but no further.” 
That the god of this world will endeavour to 
ſtrengthen the barriers of his kingdom, and to 
exclude the ambaſſadors of Chriſt, we may na- 
turally expect. It would be another goſpel in- 
deed which the enemy of ſouls did not oppoſe. 
Hence the hoſtility which is ſhewn by every 
worldly man, in his tation, againſt meaſures 
which are propoſed for promoting the know- 
ledge of the truth. One proſtitutes his under- 
ſtanding in ſophiſtical argument; another his 
wit in malicious ridicule; a third combines 
with 
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with men of the ſame craft with himſelf, to ex- 


tol ſome different ſyſtem, in the ſucceſs of which 


his intereſt is concerned; and a fourth, who 


boaſts of his heart's defire, pretends, by an im- 


perious mandate, to prohibit throughout his lit- 


tle territory the proclamation of the words of 


_ Almighty God. But what faith the ſure word 


of prophecy ? © No weapon that is formed a- 
« gainft thee ſhall proſper, .and every tongue 
that ſhall riſe againſt thee in judgment thou 
« ſhalt condemn. . This is the heritage of the 
« ſervants of the Lord.“ Iſa. liv. 17. The hearts 
of Kings, and of all that are in authority, are 


in the hand of the Lord; as the rivers of wa- 


ter, he turneth them whitherſoever he will. 
« Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe him; 
the remainder of wrath he ſhall reſtrain.” 
Palm Ixxvi. 20. He hath ſaid unto the church, 
„Kings ſhall be thy nurſing fathers, and their 
« queens thy nurſing mothers.” Iſa. xlix. 23. 
And if any Pharaoh ſhould harden his heart, 
the Lord will multiply his ſigns and his won- 


ders againſt that man; by great judgments, he 
will make way for the accompliſhment of his 


own work ; the firſt born of Egypt again ſhall 
die ; the red ſea, if needful, ſhall again be divi- 
| | | ded; 


: 
| 
; 
: 


L 56 ] 

ded ; and the purſuing hoſts ſhall fink as lead 
in the mighty Waters. 2, 
hae not diſcouraged then at b inſults of the 

world, neither deſpiſe the day of ſmall things. 
Let preachers be ſent forth; with confidence 
let them be committed to the care of their Ma- 

ſter; and let them go in the faith of his graci- 
ous protection. They labour in a gaining, as 
well as in a noble cauſe. Shall worldly men 
go abroad upon voyages of diſcovery, or for gain, 
or for war? and ſhall not Chriſtian men diſ- 

play an equally undaunted ſpirit of enterpriſe, 
when they. propoſe: to carry the light of life 
to their benighted brethren, and. have the pro- 
miſe. of their Maſter's preſence on the road? 
«Lo, I am with you alway. even unto the end 
of the world.” Math. xxviii. 20, * I, even I, 


am he that comforteth you: who art thou 


that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a man that ſhall 
die, and of the ſon of man which ſhall be made 
as graſs ; and forgetteſt the Lord thy maker, 
that hath ſtretched forth the heavens, and laid 
the foundations of the earth? and haſt feared 
. . * continually every day, becauſe of the fury of 
the oppreſſor, as if he were ready. to deſtroy ; 
and where is the fury of the oppreſſor? The 
5 captive 


ive 
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« captive exile haſteneth that he may be looſed, 
and that he ſhould not die in the pit, nor that 


his bread ſhould fail. But I am the Lord thy 


„God that divided the ſea, whoſe waves roar- 
«ed: the Lord of hoſts is his name. And I - 


have put my words in thy mouth, and have 


covered thee in the ſhadow of mine hand, 


« that I may plant the heavens, and lay the 
foundations of the earth, and ſay unto Zion, 


Thou art my people.” Iſa. li. 12.---16. 


When oppoſition is made to the progreſs of the 


| goſpel, the people of Chriſt, to whom it is certain- 
ly a common cauſe, ſhould unite in uſing all lawful 


means in their power to overcome that oppoſition. 


Some wildly ſuppoſe, that becauſe the command 


of Chriſt gives his miniſters a ſufficient right to 
go into all the world, therefore, when they want 
to go into any country, they ſhould not aſk leave 
of men, although the exiſting powers in that 
country, prohibit all entrance into it without 


their conſent. This extraordinary reaſoning is 
ſometimes uſed, with great appearance of ſeri- 


ouſneſs, by zealous profeſſors of religion, as an 


apology for their declining to affiſt in the pro- 


ſecution of ſchemes which are confeſſedly cal - 
culated to promote the knowledge of the truth. 
5 H HFave 
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Have theſe men forgotten, that exiſting powers 
are ordained of God? or will they affirm, that 
when theſe powers oppoſe themſelves, Chriftians, 
without ufing means, muft immediately expect 
a miracle ta their behalf, or think themfelves 
' warranted in abandoning their purpoſes of be- 
nevolence? Will they make this aſſertion, in 
reference even to powers which, by their very | 
conſtitution, are acceſſible, . and capable of be- 
ing influenced, in a variety of honeſt ways, by 

private application, for inftance, by petition, by 
expoſtulation, and remonſtrance? Will they ſay, 
that the command of God to the Ifraclites to 


worſhip him in the wilderneſs, which certainly 


gave them a right to go there, was inconſiſ- 
tent with his command to Moſes and Aaron to 
alk leave of Pharaoh? Or will they condemn 
Paul for uſing his rights as a Roman citizen, 
and appealing to Cæſar, although he was un- 
der the protection of God? The obvious truth 
is, if men be willing to ſee it, that Chriſtians, as 

well as other men, ſhould act like rational erea- 
tures, according to the circumſtances in which 
they are placed. If, under pretence of obeying 1 
God, they deſpiſe the uſe of lawful means which 


ps cn may have put in their power, it is 
| 8 Tl _ 
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right, aa thiie folly thould be corrected: by 
diſappointment and diſgrace. And when others, 
who are cautious enough in their own concerns, 
urge them, by ſuch arguments, to expaſe the 


cauſe of Chriſt to tidicule, there is reaſon to - 


fear, that thoſe perſons are giving advice to 
their netghbours, which they would be very 
ſorry to take to themſelves, and are willing ra- 
ther to facrifice at once their brethren and their 


Maſter, than to forfeit their beloved eaſe and 


worldly reputation. 2 of 
That the conſent of men in inns is, 
in ſome caſes, neceſſary to the ſucceſs of the 
ſchemes which miſſionaries propoſe, many will 
allow, who, at the ſame time, object to the uſe of 
the means, by which alone that conſent is ever 
likely to be obtained. They are afraid of of- 
fending the rulers, and they tell us, it is not 


enough that means be lawful, they muſt alſo 


be expedient. This they ſay, even when the 


object is a matter of duty, when there is no 


choice of means in our power, and when the 
queſtion is not, whether we ſhall adopt one 
mode of procedure rather than another, but 


whether we ſhall move in the thing at all. To 
the word expedient, wy ſeem to attach certain 
| vague 
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vague notions, which refer ſometimes to their 
reputation, ſometimes to their influence, ſome. 
times to their eaſe, and ſometimes to their ſafe- 6 

ty; and if they either ſuſpect, or think others i ; 

| will ſuſpect, that any of theſe is likely to be af. t 

| fected by a propoſed meaſure, they get rid of ; 

t 
ſ 


it as it were by the previous queſtion : they al- 
lege it is inexpedient, and thus make their ob. 
ligations to duty of none effect. It would be e 
well, if theſe men would conſider, that the Apo- V 
ſtle's diſtinction between lawful and expedient, b 
applies to Chriſtian liberty, not to poſitive 0 
Chriſtian obedience. + Paul thought it lawful t 


enough for him to eat meat, whether others had r: 
offered it to idols or not; but he was not bound ſe 
to do ſo: here, therefore, he had reſpect to pra- fo 
bable conſequences ; and on account of the th 
ſuperſtition of the idolaters, which might there. HN 
by have been encouraged, as well as the weak- ni 
neſs of ſome brethren, who might thereby have in 


been offended, he thought it neither expedient th 

nor edifying, to uſe. his Chriſtian liberty in a th 

matter, which was in itſelf perfectly indifferent. M 

But would he have ſet up any diſtinction be- Pa 

_ tween lawfulneſs and expediency, where the of 

thing lawful was a thing commanded ? Would ll arc 
5 | | he | 


. 

he have either abandoned or delayed the at- 
tempt: to convert the Gentiles, on account of 
the manifeſt and great inexpediency, that is, 
inconvenience of hurting his prejudiced bre- , 
thren, offending both Jewiſh and Gentile rulers 
and people,” and thus forfeiting the inffuence, 
the eaſe, and the ſafety, as well a8 dividing the 
ſentiments:of his friends with whom he was ac- 
cuſtomed to act? Would he have ferupled to 
withſtand Peter to the face, becauſe he was to 
be blamed, on account of the inconvenience | 
of hurting: a brother's feelings, diſturbing the © ' i 
tranquillity: of the church, and loſing the gene- . 
ral good will of its members? No ; in ſuch ca- 3 
ſes, he would have ſaid, not merely it is lawful 
for me, but it is my duty, to obey God, rather 
than to pleaſe men, even prejudiced or blame- 
worthy brethren; and as to our apparent una- 
nimity, which cannot bear to be tried, or our 
influence as a body among worldly men, if 
theſe things be a bar to individual obedience, 
the ſooner they periſh, ſo much the better. 
Were Chriſtians to act upon the principles of 
Paul, they would not be guilty of ſo many fins / 
of omiſſion. ' They would not be, as they often 
are, the greateſt diſcouragements which ſome 


* Ol FOES, — ee 


1 62 


of their brethren meet with in the path of du. 
ty. They would not think themſelves warrant. 
ed to ftand aloof from a good cauſe, as if they 
watched for the halting of thaſe who were em. 
barked in it. They would not fear where no 
fear 1s, and then, like Jonah, think they did 


well to be angry, becauſe their evil forebodings | 


were not fulfilled. © The fear of man bring 


eth a ſnare: but whoſo putteth - his: truſt in 


the Lord, ſhall be ſafe.” Prov. xxix. 25. 

In uſing means to overcome appafition, Chri- 
ſlians are not only too timid, they are alſo too 
foon diſcouraged. There is not wanting ground 
of ſuſpicion, that the real, though ſecret rea- 
ſon why ſocieties for propagating the goſpel 
have generally ſent their miſſionaries to ſach 
thinly inhabited and ſavage places of the hea- 


then world, has been, that they wiſhed to avoid 


interference with the imaginary interefts and 
overftretched authority of worldly men, or gave 
up all hopes of prevaling-againft them, when 
they ſhewed the ſlighteſt ſymptoms of a diſpo- 
. fitron to reſiſt. Should they not have firſt made 
the attempt, and uſed every means in their 


power, before they thought themſelves exonerat- 


ed of guilt, in the event of failure? Who knows 
how 
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how far the ſame boldneſs and perſeverance in 
the cauſe of Chriſt, which are daily ſhewn in 
that of the world, would be crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs in the diffuſion of the goſpel? But what 
can be. expected, humanly ſpeaking, when it 
ſeems to be the ſettled plan, to occupy thoſe 
fields only, where the devil thinks it RE 
worth while to make reſiſtan ce. 

One thing is evident, that if Chriſtians will 
not exert themſelves with thoſe that are in 
authority . in behalf of the goſpel, it will be 
rery extraordinary indeed, if ever they pre- 
ſent, or join in preſenting, addreſſes or peti- 
tions on any other ſubject. After refuſing 
to apply for permiſſion to have. the goſpel 
preached in foreign parts, they will never ſure- 
a- Ih have the effrontery to apply for the ſet- 
id tlement of churches at home in favour of 
nd 2 particular candidate, and far lefs for the 
we making of roads in the county. It will even 
zen I be unworthy of them officiouſly to come for- 
po- yard with a declaration of their ſentiments 
ade s to worldly things on any occaſion, merely 
neir I becauſe they know beforehand, that fuch de- 
rat- © claration will be acceptable. To fpeak only 
ows vhen we can curry favour, argues a ſervile ſpi- 
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rit, which is by no means confitent with de 


ane of integritʒꝛʒꝛ: 1% #2465 
- The oppoſition which is made to th: a. 


gation of the. goſpel, is permitted of God for 
the moſt important purpoſes. Perhaps he may 
deſign to expoſe the hollow pretenſions of re- 


gard which worldly men ſometimes make for 
the name of Chriſtianity, by allowing them to 


reſiſt the means of making its genuine doc- 


trines more extenſively known. He "yp de- 
ſign to excite Chriſtians to a Sreater concern 
for the Heathen, and to try profeſſors, whether 
they will ſtand forth boldly on the ſide of Je. 
ſus Chriſt, or whether they will ſneak under 


the wings of the world. He may deſign to fit 


his preachers for their work, by exerciſing their 


faith, patience, and diligence in prayer and in 
the uſe of means; by teaching them to endure 


hardneſs as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
after all, ſhewing them that their ſucceſs in 
ſurmounting difficulties, is owing entirely to 
himſelf. In one of his ſevereſt trials, Paul was 
deſerted even by his fellow Chriſtians; but the 
Lord ſupported him, and made the iffue favour- 
able to the ſpread. of the goſpel. * At my firſ 
5 anſwer no man ſtood with me, but all men 
4 forſook 
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forſook me: I pray God that it may not be 


laid to their charge. Notwithſtanding the 
Lord ſtood with me, and ſtrengthened me; 
that by me the preaching might be fully 
« known, and that all the Gentiles might hear : 
« and 1 was delivered out of the mouth of the 
„lion.“ 2 Tim. iv; 16,17. This experience, 
though no doubt bitter for the time, wrought 
in the Apoſtle. that hope which maketh not a- 
ſhamed. And the Lord ſhall deliver me from 


every evil work, and. will preſerve. me unto 


* his heavenly kingdom.” Ver. 18. 

Let preachers, then, and eſpecially miſſiona- 
ries, walk on with integrity and firmneſs in the 
path of duty. They have a great objec in 
view, for the attainment. of which it hecomes 
them to deyote their liyes. | Giving no offence 
in any thing, that the miniſtry be not blamed, 
let them equally abſtain from uſing or regarding 
flattery or threats &. Every kind of trial they 
muſt expect to endure. They muſt, take, up 
their croſs, - and follow their Maſter. . They, 
muſt be reproached by their brethren and fa: 


miliar friends. They muſt: bear cruel meck- 
ings. They muſt know the heart of a ſtran- 
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* See 2 Cor, vi. 3,11. 
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ger. Pectiipy they miſt ſuffer bonds aud FO 


priſonment, and finally death. But tlie things 


which happen unto them ſhall fall out father 
to the furtherance of the goſpel. While they 
ſuffer affliction even unto bonds, they ſuall fee 
« that the word of God is not bound.“ Ma. 
ny of the brethren in the Lord, waxing cor 


fident by their bonds, will be much fore beld ; 


to ſpeak the word without fear.” "And''with 
| ready to be offered, when tlie time of their de- 
parture is at hand, they mall, ke Paul, be ena! 
bled to ſay, 1 have fought à 'gobd fight, I 

a have finiſhed | my courſe, 1 have Rept *he 
6 faith. Henceforth there i is laid up for ine a 
«crown of righteouſneſs. which the Lörd the 


& righteous judge ſhall give me at that day; 
and not to me only, but unto all them 15 
« that love his appeating, * Tim. 1b. 7, 

4 Therefore let n none of theſe things aa: 
6 neither let them count their lives dear unt 
« the mſelves, ſo that they! may finiſh their cotirſe 
66 with] joy, and the miniſtry Which! they have fe- 
« ceived of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the gofpel 
« of the grace of God.“ Acts xx. 24. Lea, 
40 let them 15 ſtrive to pre each the goſpel, not 


« « where Chriſt has been 22 left they fhould 
« pui Id 
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9 build u upon another man's foundation: 25 But as 


it is written, To whom he was not ſpoken of, 


66 the ſhall ſee: and they that have not heard, 


their lot ſhall be N is of little importance. . At a 
beſt they are ſtrangers and pilgrims e on earth, and 


heaven only is their home. Their courſe may be 
obſoure and ſhort, but the veſtiges of their pro- 


greſs ſhall remain. The ſeals of their miniſtry 
ſhall be their joy and crown in the day of the 
Lord. When the wicked ſhall have riſen « to 


 * ſhame and everlaſting contempt ; they that 


© be wiſe ſhall ſhine. as the brightneſs of the 
« firmament, and they that turn many to righ- 
-h « teouſnels, as the ſtars for ever and ever.” 
Das As xi. Prem » 


_ the fifth place, Heathens ſhall hear, and 
believe, and be ſaved, while many of thoſe who 
have long enjoyed the means of grace are ſpo- 
ken to in vain. But I ſay, did not Iſrael 
* know,? Firſt, Moſes faith, I will provoke you 
* to jealouſy by them that are no people, and 
* by a fooliſh nation I will anger you. But 
« Eſaias is very bold, and ſaith, I was found of 


* them. that fought. me not , I was made mani- 
« feſt 
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« feſt unto them that aſked not after me. But 
« to Ifrael he ſaith, all day long I have Rretch- 
ed forth my hands unto a diſobedient and 
« gainfaying people.“ To any thing that is 
remarkably good, men are always indefatiga- 
ble in making objections. Paul's liberal en 
deavours to convert the Gentiles, had drawn 
down upon him a torrent of ſophiſtry, as Well | 
as of invective, which, however eaſy, it was irk- LH 
ſome to repel. We have already ſeen, that the : 
Jews' 'had urged againſt him, the ſaered nature a 
E . j of Thett national privileges; and their own' opi- « 
| | nion of his undertaking, as improper; ineffica- J 
| cious, and impracticable. From the words|now iſ c 
read, it would appear, that as their laſt reſource, t 
they had brought forward the undefined charge W 
of innovation, and pretended to be as moch aſ- 0 
toniſned at the calling of the Gentiles, as if no bi 
mention of ſuch 'a thing had ever been made | of 
in all their ſeriptures. It is very remarkable, w 
that the word innovation, which fHimply ſignifies al 
change by the introduction of what is new, ca 
ſhould almeſt univerſally be underſtood in a iſ ce 
bad ſenſe,” and even conſidered. as ſufficient to ſh 
1 explode any thing to which it can be applied. in 
Surely an innovation may as Pofſibly be an im- in 
provement 


(; 89]: 
provement as a corruption. Every diſoovery in 
the arts and ſciences, every amendment in the 
laws of the land, every ſtep in the progreſs of 
ſociety from rudeneſs to refinement, is certain 
an innovation. Finite things muſt be perpetu- 
ally capable of inereaſe; it would argue there - 
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improvement, and imagine we had attained our 
ſummit. Under the poſitive inſtitutions of the 
Jewiſh-theocracy; it was, indeed, the important 
advice of Solomon, Meddle not with them 
„hat are given to change.“ Prov. xxiv. 2. 
Fondneſs for novelty, at any time, is no doubt 
childiſh and dangerous; but the oppoſite ex- 
what we have already reached, to the rejection 
of every advance that might be made, ſhould 
be no leſs carefully avoided. The principles 
which they ſpring, are eternal and unchange- 
able. No addition can be made to them. be- | 
cauſe they are complete. But the eircumſtan- 
ces of the church, Which to the end of time 
ſhall be in a progreſſive ſtate, neceſſarily imply 
innovations. Changes have already taken place, 
in the extent of her boundary, in the mode of 
oma) 8 her 
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ber worſfiip, in the knqwledge and conſequent | 
purity of her members. Theſe changes Were 0 
recorded in prophecy, as new. things“ which 

the Lord was to perform; and the Jews were 

; taught to expect their introduction 2 even as [ 
0 

( 


z 
{3 
4 

. 
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we, according to God's promiſe, look for new 

| * heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwelleth | 
«+ righteouſneſs.” 2 Pet: iii. 13- 1 Jon 31s * 6c 
Paul does not, therefore, deny the novelty of 
the diſpenſation, which admitted:of the calling « 
of the Gentiles ; but he aſks, if this novelty had 40 
not been foretold: I ſay, did not Iſrael know?” MW * 
that is, did they not know, that in the latter * 
days, preachers were to go into all the world, Ml . 
and the Gentiles to be received into the bo- of 
ſom of the church? As a proof of what he ad 
thus ſtrongly aſſerts, he as uſual rebers to the wl 

_ Jewiſh ſcriptures. Firſt, he goes as far back as IM ba 
the - ſong which Moſes; wrote, to to be a; witneſs pe 
againſt the ancient people of God, and produces: ill to 
a paſſage, which expreſsly alludes to the calling | ſan 
of the Gentiles, in donlsquence of the diſobedi 1 
ence of the Jewiſn nation. They have moved f- 


me to jealouſy with that which is not God day 
they haye provoked. me. to anger with their I for 
* vanities ; and I will move them to jealouſy ing 


« with 


. 
—— — 
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with thoſe which are not a people, Ii pro 
voke them to anger with a fooliſh nation 


Deut. xxxii. 21. The ſecond quotation is ta 
ken from Iſai Ixv. 1,:2i where, as Paul ſays, the 


prophet is very bold, in ſtating the difference 


of ſucceſs which ſhould attend the goſpel among 


Gentiles and Jews. I am fought of them that 
« aſked: not for me: I am found of them that 
ſought me not: I ſaid; Behold me, behold me, 
A unto a nation that was not called by my name 
It have ſpread out my hands all the day unto 


« a rebellious! people, which walketh in a way 
« that is not good, after their own thoughts. 
In theſe quotations, not only is the eonxverſion 


of Heathens predicted, but in ſpite of all the diſs 


advantageous circumſtances of their condition; 
which might ſèeem to render the event impro- 


bable, it is predicted as much more general and 


ſpeedy than that of the Jews.” Iſrael was even 
to be provoked. to jealouſy: ae 4. 
ſaved; Jews ſhould remain obſtinatadGe. 

Theſel prophecies were verified in the: n 
of both our Saviour and his Apoſtles. All the 
day long of his life upon earth; Jeſus ſtretehed 
forth his hands unto a diſobedient and gainſay- 
ing people; He came to bis oun, and his 
Au: * OWN 


Tal 
„own received him not.“ While the multi- 
tudes followed him, while publicans and harlots 
went into the kingdom of heaven, he was op- 
| poſed and tempted by the Phariſees, the Sad- 
ducees, and the Herodians. 'The rulers took 
counſel againſt him, how they might betray 
him; and at laſt, being delivered by the deter- 


minate counſel and foreknowledge of God, he 


was taken, and by wicked hands crucified and 
flain. In like manner, although the Apoſtles 
always preached firſt to the Jews, their mini- 
ſtry among them was often fruitleſs. Chriſt 
crucified for their ſins, and not for theirs only; 
but alfo for the ſins of the whole world, was to 
them a ſtone of tumbling and a rock of offence, 
Even after many of them at Antioch had be- 
gun to follow Paul and Barnabas, yet when 
they ſaw the multitudes of Gentile hearers, they 
were moved with en vy, and ſpake againſt thoſe 
things which were ſpoken by Paul, contradic- 


ting and blaſpheming. Theſe primitive mit- 


fionaries; however, were not diſmayed at fhe 
petverſeneſs of their countrymen, neither did 

Jewiſh unbelief make' the promiſes of God of 
none effect. Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, 
„and faid, It was neceſſary that the word of 
. „ God 
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« God ſhould Erk have been ſpchen to peu! 
« but ſeeing ye put it from you, and judge 


« yourſelves unworthy of everlaſting life, lo, we 


turn to the Gentiles. ' For ſo hath the Lord 
+ commanded ts, ſaying, I have ſet thee to be 
« a light of the Gentiles, that thou ſhouldſt be 
for ſalvation unto the ends of the earth. And 


hen the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, 


« and glorified the word of the Lord: and as 
many as were ordained to eternal life, belle v. 
„ed. And the word of the Lord was publiſh: 


ed COS all the- _— | "nw. xiii, 


46.49. . „ eiten 
Similar events ſtill PO Churches of 
Chriſt ſometimes degenerate, —_—_ Lord 
removes their candleſtick out of its place. On 
the other hund, there ure adichentie avcounts 


of Heathens, in the barbarous and even in the 


ſavage ſtate, who appear to have been a people 
prepared for the Lord; wlio have declared, that 
they had beforehand been praying for inſtruc- 
tors; and who have received miſſionaries, al. 
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* See the Moravian accounts of 3 of their 8 
and the narrative of Brainerd's lab6urs n Indians of | 
Crevecklung, | 
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And do not many among ourſelves form the 
counterpart? Are not we a diſobedient and 
gainſaying people? Have not we, for a long 
period of time perhaps, refiſted and deſpiſed a 
faithful miniſtry? Are not ſome of us as 
worldly-minded, as much eftranged from God, 
and as prone to ſelf-indulgence, as if we had 
never enjoyed the means of grace ? Can Hea- 
thens be more ignorant of the perſon and office 
of Chriſt, of the principles and precepts of the 
_ goſpel, than ſome who attend our churches, 
and even demand privileges as profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity? Can they be more frequently 
overcome by their vicious habits, than we are 
by the ſin which ſo eafily beſets us? Heathens 
may be more ſhameleſs, but not more hardened 
in wickedneſs, than thoſe Who, n a form 
of godlineſs, deny its power: | 

Let us not ſuppoſe, then, that the glad ti- 
dings of ſalvation will be worſe received in the 
dark places of. the earth, than they are among 
ourſelves. Perſons who have been accuſtomed 
to hear the goſpel, frequently become ſo indiffer- 
ent about it, that they will hardly liſten to it 
with common decency. They are apt to grow 
faſtidious both as to the ſcheme of Chriſtianity 
Itſelf, 


it 
e 


W 
* 
f, 
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itſelf, and to the accompliſhments of thoſe by 
whom it is preached. Yea the time has come 
with many, when they will not endure ſound 
« doctrine ; but after their own luſts heap to 
« themſelves teachers, having itching ears. 
And they turn away their ears from the 
« truth, and are turned unto fables.” 2 Tim. 
iv. 3, 4 To Heathens, on the other hand, 


the goſpel commends itſelf to the attention by 


its novelty, as well as to the conſcience, by its 
neceſſity and importance. Thus “ the Athe- 
«* nians took Paul and brought him to Areopa- 
« gus, ſaying, May we know what this new 
* doctrine whereof thou ſpeakeſt is? For thou 
« bringeſt certain ſtrange things to our ears: 
„we would know therefore what theſe things 
mean.“ Acts xvii. 19, 20. Again, the goſpel 
is likely to be preached to Heathens with great- 
er purity and zeal, and to be exemplified in a 


nobler manner, by men of an apoſtolic ſpirit, 


than it commonly 1s to us, by men of local pre- 
judices and worldly habits. Beſides, the Lord 
hath long delayed his kindneſs to Heathens, 
and therefore, when he does manifeſt it to them, 
it will probably be diſplayed with much libe- 
rality. The calling of the Gentiles is often 
ſpoken 


ſpoken of, as accompanied by great effuſions of 
the Holy Spirit. He ſhall come down like 


2 Water the earth.” Pſalm lxxii. 6. The wil- 


for them; and the deſert ſhall rejoice and 


who bear the Chriſtian nam 


— 
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rain upon the mown graſs, as ſhowers that 


derneſs and the ſolitary place ſhall be glad 


bloſſom as the roſe.” 
account, indeed, many Heathens muſt be pecu- 
liarly prejudiced againſt Chriſtianity, They 
have been ſhocked by the wicked lives of men 
They have been 
deprived of their territory by the rapacious in- 
vader, been bereaved of/ their friends, or been 
themſelves carried away into ſlavery by the trader 


Iſa , xxxv. 1. On one 
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in ſlaves. From Europeans they have received t 

. the example and the means of intoxication, as c 
well as the diſeaſe which conſumes the victims 9 
of debauchery. Reſpecting miſſionaries, there- $ 

. fore, they may be diſpoſed to ſay, Can any il _ 
good thing come out of Europe *? By the t 
a ſo 

tl 


» It is LE ſaid by Dr Hardy, i in he ſermon to hich we w 
have repeatedly referred, © Chriſtianity, that it may advance, na 
muſt be preſerved in its characters of univerſality; we may add, ar 
that it muſt alſo be ſeen in its regenerating power ; and that, an 
in this reſpect, we can trace a deciſive obſtacle to the fucceſs th 

| | of 
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bleſſing of God, however, the Chriſtian preach- 
ers may ſoon teach them to obſerve the differ- 
ence between the nominal and the real diſci- 
ple of Jeſus. The more reaſon Heathens have 
to be anne, _ EO it is ſo 

much 


of the a ue Ctites pocte. 


miſſionary ſhow with both underſtanding and fervour, that Chi- 
ſtianity teaches men to live ſoberly in the world; is he likely 
to be credited, when the Indian can reply, that the men of 
his nation were temperate until the Chriſtians came to corrupt 
them ; that theſe ſtrangers have brought among them the 
means and the habits of intemperance, and are profligate in 
their manners beyond any example known in the ſavage life? 
Would the teacher ſhew that the Chriſtian law requires men 
to live godly in the world; the Pagan will here alſo be in- 

credulous; he ſees the Europeans, whom the buſineſs of war 

or of commerce has brought upon his coaſt, living without | 
God in the world, diſregarding religious ordinances, and only 
uſing the name of God in curſing and profanity. Let the 
miſſionary alſo whiſper, that Chriſtianity teaches men to live 

righteouſly in the world ; but where has he the face to ſay 
ſo? Is it to the tribes of America, where the firſt ſteps of 
the Europeans were marked with rapine and bloodſhed ; 

where, by a great and regular ſyſtem of unrighteouſneſs, the 

natives are yearly robbed of freſh tracks of their land, and 
are driven from valley to valley, and from river to river 7 
and where the white men in every tranſaction ſtudy to cheat 
their red brethren, the men of the woods? Is it in Africa 
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much the more neceſſary, that they ſhould be 
ſoon undeceived. And may we not hope, that 
God 


that the miſſionary would ſpeak of righteouſneſs the law of 
the Chriſtians ? perhaps the native might reply: When 
J was a child, I heard of the Chriſtians, I have known 


them in riper years, and my opinion of their principles 


« js not likely to alter : for from them my heart received its 


« firſt wound, and now they have broken it. My father was | 


* bringing water to us from the brook when the Chriſtians 
& fell upon him. They ſprung from the thicket, like the tyger 


on his prey; they beat him to the ground with clubs, they 


% chained him down in a canoe, and bore him off into {lavery, 
In my youth they made me drink of affliction, but now in my 
age its waters have overwhelmed me. I was at a diſtance 
« from my home, when the Chriſtians and their men-hunters 
but two moons ago made war, as they call it, in our valley: 

« at the dead of night they beſet the village, they ſet fire to 
“the houſes, they ſeized the flying families; and among the 
e reſt, my wife, my only ſon, and my infant daughter, were 
* carried off, and are now on the ocean, faſtened to bolts of 


« iron in your ſhips, never to know reſt or peace until the 


* grave ſhall become their refuge from the Chriſtians. Chri- 


& ſtians, your ſhips are red with innocent blood; 3 FE make 
e merchandiſe of the ſouls of men; your crimes hold Africa 
&« in ruins; the broken families of its natives appeal to God 
&« againſt you; it is you who deſtroy our morals and our com- 
« fort together; it is you who ſpread treachery, cruelty, del- 
„pair and heartbreak over a whole continent. Until the Chri- 
e ſtians abandon this monſtrous ſyſtem of outrage, Africa will 
© never become Chriſtian.” Pages 42, 43, 44. 
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God “ will have pity for his holy name, which 


« the houſe of Iſrael have profaned among the 
« Heathen whither they have gone?“ | 


Leet miſſionaries encourage themſelves in the 


Lord their God. Let Chriſtians ſend them 
forth in hope. Let us all be warned, by miſ- 
ſionary undertakings, to be zealous and repent, 
leſt the docility and the fervour of Heathens 
ſhould put us to ſhame. The means of grace, 
wherever they are enjoyed, muſt bring along 
with them the gift of life, or the ſentence of 
condemnation. For the earth which drink- 


eth in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and 
A bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom 


„it is drefled, receiveth bleſſing from. God: 


* But that which beareth thorns and briers, is 
« rejected, and is nigh unto curſing ; whoſe 


* end is to be burned.” Heb. vi. 7, 8. 
Finally, When God is providing for che ſal- 
vation of the Heathen, let us beware of that 
ſpirit of jealouſy and anger, by which the guilt 
of the Jews was ſo dreadfully aggravated. 
„They both killed the Lord Jeſus, ſays Paul, 


Land their own prophets, and have paaren 


* us; and they pleaſe not God, and are con- 
* trary to all men: Forbidding us to ſpeak to 


66 the ; 
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* the Gentiles, that they might be ſaved, to fill 
up their fin alway: for the wrath is come 
upon them to the uttermoſt.” 1 Theſſ. ii. 25,16. 
You are Chriſtians, brethren; let nothing Chri- 


ſtian be conſidered by you as foreign. Shake off 


the. fetters of a contracted ſpirit. Frown not 
on one of the maſt encouraging ſigns of the 
times. Oppoſe not means which God hath ap- 


diffuſion; of the goſpel throughout the world. 
Though our beginning be ſmall, our latte: end 
may greatly increaſe. The kingdom of hea- 
E ven is like to a grain of muſtard-ſeed, which 
<2 man took and ſowed in his field: which 
4 indeed is the leaſt of all ſeeds; but what > 

* grown, it is the greateſt among herbs, and 
2 3 a tree, ſo that the birds of the air 
come and lodge in the, branches. thereof.” 
Mat. xiii- 31, 32. i 

We have "brag, * the 8 of 
we Apaſtle's reaſoning in our text, to vindicate 


miſſions fram Chriſtian ſocieties ta the Heathen 


world. We have argued from the nature of the 
goſpel diſpenſation; the neceſſity of means for 
diffuſing its bleſſings; the propriety of uſing 


the means appointed, hogs they may not 


always 


6: x Ah 
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always be ſucceſsful ; the certain progreſs of 
miſſionaries through every part of the world ; 
and the comparative hopefulneſs of Heathens, 
above many to whom the goſpel of Chriſt has 
long been familiar. 

And now, brethren, permit us to remind you, 


that you have aſſembled at the requeſt of a miſ- 


ſionary aſſociation, which, like all others of the 
ſame nature, depends for its ſucceſs on the 
prayers, the ſubſtance, and the perſonal ſervices 
of the people of Chriſt. The formation of our 
Society was not intended as an act of hoſtility 
againſt any prior or contemporary ſcheme for 
extending the boundaries of the Redeemer's 
kingdom. Far be it from us, either to under- 
value the long continued labours of the Socie- 
ties in London for promoting Chriſtian know- 
ledge and propagatin g the goſpel in foreign 
parts, and of the Society in Scotland for propa- 
gating Chriſtian knowledge ; ; or to envy, be- 
cauſe of the aſtoniſhing ſucceſs of that recent, 
and much bleſſed inſtitution, the Miſſionary So- 
ciety at London, or the riſing zeal of thoſe So- 
cieties in Scotland who have joined with us, in 
following the laudable example of our London 
brethren. Our object is the ſame ; there is 

> Bis | room 
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room for us all ; and, in many caſes, it may be 
wiſe, and, we doubt not, delightful, to unite 
our efforts. N 


During the very ſhort period of its . 


the Edinburgh Miſſionary Society has had lit- 


tle in its power. It has given a ſmall ſum to 
the Society of the particular Baptiſts in Eng- 


land, for propagating the goſpel among the 


Heathen, to be applied towards defraying the 


expence of printing a tranſlation of the Bible 


into the Bengalee language, which has been 
begun by two of their miſſionaries in the Eaſt 
Indies. It has alſo given a ſimilar donation 
to the United Brethrens Society in London for 


the furtherance of the goſpel, whoſe miſſionaries 


have, for a long period, been very numerous, 


and whoſe funds are at preſent conſiderably 


impaired. 
It is the earneſt deſire of our er without 


delay, to enter more immediately upon the pro- 
ſecution of their grand object. As a firſt at- 
tempt, they propoſe eſtabliſhing a miſſion in 


the Foulah country of Africa. This country is 


diſtant about 300 miles to the north-eaſt- from 


Sierra Leone. The climate is more temperate 
and healthful than it is upon the coaſt. The 
inhabitants 


11 


inhabitants are generally gentle in their man- 
ners, and hoſpitable, eſpecially to Europeans. 
Many of the arts are known by them. Read- 
ing is common. Schools for the inſtruction of 
children are eſtabliſned in almoſt every town. 
One of their towns contains about 5000 and 
another about 7000 inhabitants. The profeſ- 
ſed religion is Mahometaniſm; but although they 
obſerve the rules of Mahomet, neither the prieſts 
nor the people appear to have much bigotry in 
their diſpoſition. The king of the country was 


aſked by two gentlemen who travelled thither 


from Sierra Leone, whether he would allow 


Europeans to ſettle there, with a view to the 


cultivation of land? He readily anſwered that 
he would, and would furniſh them with land, 
and cattle, and men for the purpoſe. The 
chiefs deal in the ſlave trade, but ſay, if they 
could get what they want, for their ivory, rice 
and cattle, they would abandon it, becauſe it 


_ muſt be diſpleaſing to God. Some conſidera- 


ble perſons having been ſent by the Foulah 
king to Freetown, to treat about opening an 
intercourſe between that ſettlement and his 


country; returned full of admiration of what 
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they had ſeen; and gratfed, in the met de- 
gree, by their viſit *. | 

From this ſtatement it would appear, that the 
Foulah country is a favourable field for miſſion- 
ary exertions. Having heard that our brethren 


at London had it in contemplation to ſend a miſ. 


fion thither, we offered to cooperate with them 
in their undertaking, and our offer has been 


cordially accepted. They think that the miſ- 
fion ſhould conſiſt of at leaſt ſix perſons. Chri- 


ſtians acquainted with agriculture, or with uſe- 
ful trades, might be of great ſervice, but it 
feems of eſſential importance, that one or two 
perſons of education and experience ſhould go 
along with them, and that a ferious ſurgeon 
alſo ſhould offer his ſervices. The miſſionaries 


— be ſent 5 ay ne of 1 Leone, where 


they 


* For a more e particular account it of the Foulah country, ſee 


the journal of Meſſrs Watt and Winterbottom, in the Sierra 
Leone report, the Miſſionary Magazine for September, and 
the late addreſs of the London Miſſionary Society, inſerted 
in the Evangelical Magazine for December, and the Miſſion- 
ary Magazine Supplement for December. A very full and 
Intereſting account of different parts of Africa, may be found 


in Wadltrom' 8 eſſay on Colonization, particularly W to 


the weſtern coaſt of Africa. 
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they may be aſſured of meeting with the moſt 
friendly aſſiſtance; and our brethren at London 
will cheerfully do every thing in their power 


to facilitate the conveyance and ſettlement of 
the miſſionaries that may bg ſent from Scot- 
land. 


23 is the Gi which at a occu- 
pies our minds. For the execution of it, we 
have obtained two miſſionaries, and conſidera- 
ble funds. But we ſtill need, and we look to 
you for a ſupply of both. We have remarked. 
with pleaſure, the intereſt which you ſeem to 


take in miſſionary intelligence, your crowded at- 


tendance at our meetings for prayer, and the 


unexampled liberality of your contributions. 


And now we beſeech you to abound more and 
more. The work is only about to- be begun. 
The expence it is impoſſible at preſent to aſ- 
certain; but we are ſure, there is not as yet in 
our hands enqugh to defray it. Beſides, we 
hope that the undertaking, and of courſe the 
demand, will never ceaſe, till the earth be 
„full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the wa- 
© ters cover the ſea.” In ſoliciting your boun- 


ty, we cannot deceive you by the promiſe of 
falvation 4 in exchange for your maney; for the 


; gift 


. = — qZ 2 — < w__ y — a — * 
— 


=. 
gift of God is not to be purchaſed : but we 
truſt that no addreſs to the ſelfiſh principle is 


neceſſary, when we plead with Chriſtians, in 
the behalf of their Maſter, and of immortal 


| ſouls, Let the love of Chriſt conſtrain you, 
and we ſhall have reaſon to bear record, that, 


6 to your power, yea, and beyond your power, 


« you are willing of yourſelves.” You have not 
yet attained the liberality of primitive times. 


Like the Jews of old, indeed, the rich may caſt 


in of their abundance into the treaſury, and 
the poor widow may give more than they all. 


Be not proud, my poor brethren, at this remark 
of our Saviour; ; for it is eaſier to part with our 


all, when it is little, than when, like the young 


man in the goſpel, we have great poſſeſſions, 
On the other hand, my wealthy friends, while 


we would not do you injuſtice, by undervaluing 


or miſrepreſenting your munificence, fidelity 
requires, that we ſet before you examples re- 


ſpecting the uſe of property, which the autho- 
rity of Scripture commands you to conſider. 
When the goſpel originally began to be propa- 
_ gated, * all that believed had all things com- 
mon, and ſold their poſſeſſions and goods, 


and parted them to all men, as every man 
RS, ” T0 
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had need.” Acts, ii. 44, 45. „Neither was 
there any among them that lacked: For as 
many as were poſſeſſors of lands or houſes, 
« ſold them, and brought the prices of the 
things that were ſold, and laid them down 


Lat the Apoſtles feet: And diſtribution was 


made unto every man, according as he had 
need. And Joſes, who by the Apoſtles was 
„ firnamed Barnabas, (which 1 is, being inter- 
6 preted, the ſon of conſolation), a Levite, and 
« of the country of Cyprus, having land, ſold 
« it, and brought the money, and laid it at the 
6 Apoſtles feet.” Ads, iv. 34.—37. That man 
may not preſume to challenge your property, 
we freely admit. Whiles it remains, 1s it not 
* your own, and after i it is ſold, is it not in your 
« own power?“ Acts, v. 4. But is not the earth 
the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof? and ſhould 
not the examples now quoted, as well as every 
thing elſe in ſacred ſcripture, be earneſtly re- 

commended to the imitation of Chriſtians ? Is 
it a great thing to ſell all, and follow him, who 

laid down his life that he might lead his follow- 

ers to heaven ? Is the improvement of land, or 
the increaſe of a family-eſtate, an object to be 
compared with the enlargement of the Redeem- | 
ers. 
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er's kingdom? We are not now aſking an ordi. 
nary alms for the poor. We are ſceking re. 


ſources to enlighten the world; and we give 
notice to all the believers which it contains, to 
hold the talents of their Maſter in readineſs for 
his ſervice. Give not to us, brethren, unleſs you 
think we ſhall faithfully improve your donation. 


| But remember, that the object of our inſtitution 
is infinitely more valuable, than all that you can 


_ poſſibly beſtow for its attainment. 
You ſuppoſe, perhaps, that we have now de- 
manded enough. No, brethren ; the cauſe en- 


titles us to demand more. We call for your | 
perſons, as well as your property. We are = 


ſociated for the purpoſe of ſending miſſionaries 
to the Heathen, and we wait to receive the of- 
fers of thoſe who are qualified to go. Upon 
our ſucceſs, in this particular, depends the ſuc- 
ceſs of the whole ſcheme. Funds are but a ſe- 
condary object; we have already procured them; 
but where are the men? Without apoſtolic mil. 
fionaries, no pecuniary contributions will be of 


any avail ; and with them, a little money will 


go a great way. The liberality which Chri- 


ſtians have diſplayed in ſupporting our plan, 


is nothing, we truſt, to what it would be, were 


many 


donation to our finances will e 


2 hath not.“ 2 Cor. viii. 12. With the divine 


GRE: 


11 


e forward to carry it ie effect. 
Numbers give us their prayers and their mite, 
who could not aſſiſt us by their perſonal ſervi- 
ces, Thoſe, therefore, who can in any viſe * ” 
uſeful in @ miſſion, ars under peculiar 
tions, to engage. in the work. Need of 
they ſhould keep their chief talent laid up in 1 | 
napkin. They are called upon, by the voice of 


Him who gave them their endewments, as well 


* 


as by that of their Ghriftian . brethren 3 and | 
they may have the. hongur of gathering toges, | 
ther the church of God, which he hath pur - 
chaſed with his own blood. It is ſurely for the 
ſake. of ſome precious ſouls, that. the wiſfionary TE 
ſchemes have been Ms * rally and zea 
opted, | 17 15 N + 9 5 
In Near of the 1 perſ 
rarious deſcriptions may be uſefully employed, 
Men of abilities. and learning, in this as well as 
in every ching elſe, ba ve Aa manifeſt advantage. 
If they come from the ſchools of the e N 5 
ſo much the better. Aut if there be  fieſt 15 
„willing mind, it is aceepted according to that 
%a man hath, and not according to that he 


ä ec 
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bleſſing, moderate. abilities, faithfully exerted, 


will not be ineffectual. Labourers and mecha, 


nics may be of ſervice in a miſſion, although 

perhaps only by working with their bands; 
and they ſhould reckon it more honourable, and 
more gainful, to engage in ſuch an underta- 


king, than ta riſe ever ſo. high in this pitiful 


world. The art of printing alone gives us a 


very great advantage above even the Apoſtles, 


and is no doubt one of thoſe means, which 


God will bleſs for the univerſal diffuſion of Di- 


vine knowledge. In publiſhing tranſlations of 


the holy Scriptures, the aſſiſtance of printers 
will be particularly requiſite. Beſides theſe, 


we muſt get an Aquila and a Priſcilla, to make 


tents for the miſſionaries, and to be “ their 


* helpers in Chriſt Jeſus.” Rom. xvi. 3. We 
muſt have Luke the beloved phyſician,” 
Col. iv. 14. and even Lenas the lawyer, though 
not to act profeſſionally, as well as Apollos, the 
eloquent man, and wighty in che ſeriptures 
Titus, Hi. 13— Gin e ike HATH: HOT AL 


But if we may. al upon Chriſtians i in gene- | 
1 how much more upon thoſe who have de- 
voted themſelves to the work, of the miniſtry. 


| Preachers of the goſpel, are the perſons who 
muſt 


populous 1 in Britain ? # 


, 1 911 I; 
muſt be ſent into all the world, that Heathens 
may hear, and believe, and call upon the name 


of the Lord, and be ſaved,” Preachers have ſo- 


lemnly declared, that zeal for the glory of 


God, love to Chriſt, and a deſire for the falva- | 
tion of ſouls, were their prevailing motives in 


the choice of that ſacred office which they have 
undertaken. My reſpected friends, theſe mo- 
tives will incline you to be miſſionaries abroad, 


as well as preachers of the goſpel at home. 


They will conſtrain you to encounter all diffi- 


eulties, and to run the riſk of any perſecution. 


No ordinary ſettlement in the church can pre- 
ſent ſuch a wide ſphere of uſefulneſs, as the 


| unmeaſured regions of the Heathen world * 


Some of you have waited long g for a paſtoral 
charge in the church of Chriſt, and ſtill per- 
haps have little proſpect of obtaining one. It 
is grievous” to ſee your gifts overlooked, and 
your lives paſſing away in the very inferior avo- 


cations of private teaching. Behold, we pro- 


poſe to vou, immediate employment of a no- 
| rt | bier | 
Will any man fag, that George Wikitefield would pro- 


bably have done half the good which he did, if his labours 
had been chiefly confined to one * . the moſt 


'bler kind, even 4 moſt intereſting field of — | 
tion in the vineyard of our Lord. Your: ex. 
pectations hitherto have perhaps been diſap. 
5 | | pointed, becauſe you were reſerved for ſuch a 
time as this. All dine e are ready. Aſſociates 
F : LES are prepared to accompany vou. And now 
you may, without entering into other mens 
labours, be honoured to add to the number of 

| | the churches of Chriſt; Others have come fer-. 
| ward with an offer of their ſervices, who were 
55 not ſo immediately called by the nature of the 
work; and it will be diſtreſſing indeed, if 
preachers ſhall fall ſhort of private Chriſtians 

in point of zeal, eſpecially in a matter which 
relates to the promulgation of the goſpel. Let 
us hope, then, ſoon to ſee the grievous: re- 
proach wiped away, that in all Scotland, not 
one preacher has yet been found by any of our 
Miſſionary Societies, who i is willing to 80 abroad, 

and to labour among the Heathen, - 

Nor ſhall we confine our eall to thoſe. preach- 

ers of the goſpel, who are not yet inveſted with 
a paſtoral charge. Brethren and Fathers in the 
work of the miniſtry, ſuffer us, we beſeech you, 
while to you alſo we venture, with fincere re- 
ſpec; but with much earneſtneſs, to addreſs the 
0 So. - word 


A 

=. | [91 
; „„ 

b 


1 
word of 'exhortation. You will readily allow, 


that the Apoſtle's. argument concerning the 


neceflity of ſending preachers that Heathens 


may be ſaved, "does: not refer to thoſe alone, 


who, in the technical language of ecclefiaſtical . 
law, are termed probationers. It may be re- 
ferred to the very chiefeſt of the Apoſtles in 


the church, and the man who ſhall receive it, 


and act aecordingly, will probably labour more 


abundantly than they all. You admit of trant- 
lations from a ſmaller to a more extenſive, from 


an eaſier to a more difficult charge. Many of 


vou have felt it your duty to remove from ſi- 
tuations to which you were evidently called in 
the courſe of providence, to which. you were 


much attached, and where you. had long perhaps 


been eminently uſeful, that you might ſeek the _ 

greater good of the church. The ſtations, in- 

deed, which ſome of you hold, are generally 
conſidered as of too great importance to be ever 


entruſted to mere Probationers. Upon the ſame 


principle which gives riſe to this opinion, we 
are warranted to plead, that where men of ex- 
perience can be found, probationers ſhould not 
be entruſted with the management of miſſions. 
Let Bash and A. * Timothy, by all 


mean | 


means go, but! let Paul alſo go. along with. them, 
' Brethren and Fathers, miſſions are certainly 
Charges of great difficulty and of great impor 


tance; if they are ever 10 proſpes, they. mult, | | 


Humauly ſpeaking, be conducted by men like 


you. Your approved characters would give 


| weight to the ſcheme; would gain. the confi- 


dence of the Chriſtian world, and intereſt their | 
affections more deeply in its behalf; would en- 
courage others to offer themſelves as aſſiſtants 
to carry it on; would give it, in ſnhort, all the 


advantages, which the church of Chriſt could 
give, to enſure its ſucceſs. As to your preſent 
charges, do with them as you. did with your 
; former ones; commend them to God, and to 


the word of his grace, which is able to build 


* them up, and to give them an inheritance a- 
* mong all them which are ſanctified. Acts, 


XX. 32. Your congregations will be much more ; 


ſeriouſly affected by your departure on a miſſion 
to the Heathen, and by the expectation that 


1 they. ſhall ſee your face no more, than they ei- - 
j ther are perhaps by your ordinary labours, or 
| could poſſibly be by your removal from one 
church to another in your own country. A 
farewell ſermon, like that of Paul to the. elders 
1. | e | of 


141 


- your former addreſſes together. Long after 


you are gone, the moſt careleſs of your hearers 


may remember, to the ſaving uf their fouls, the 


of Epheſus, may be equal in its effedks to all _ 


precious words from your lips, which now "they 15 


deſpiſe. And how earneſtly would you yours 
| ſelves remember, in a foreign land, the ever 
dear * little flock,” which you -formerly fed, 
and from which you could not depart, but by 


tearing yourſelves away. Still would they be 


in yeur heart to die and live with you!“ 2 Cor. 


vii. 3. Without. ceaſing vou would make 


mention of them always in your prayers * 5 
and love to them would increaſe within you'the | 
fervour of devotion. In all their aſſemblies, 
though abſent in body, you would be preſent 


in ſpirit. * You would have no- greater joy 


than to hear that your children were walking 


in the truth.“ 3 John, 4. And ſurely, you 


% would not be negligent, as long as you were in 


this tabernacle, to put them always in remem- 


brance of the things which you had declared, 


6b although they knew them, and were eſta- 


„ bliſhed in the preſent truth. 2 Pet. i. 12. 


What an intereſt, what a kindling of affection, 
. be excited ee them by an apoſtolic 
_ epiſtle 


% 
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cpi Hom their: 3 With: hae 
motionleſs attention would they liſten to the 

reading of it, While vou deſeribed to them from -- 
_ the life, the-aniſcry: vf the Herter, ndl infer- 
red the obligations: of thoſe: to whom the gfe 
pelis know Hi while you teſtified uur diſimer- 
— ——— 
while, directed: hy perſonal knowledge of their 
erg e mob e eee admoniſtied; 5 
of delightful — pat, r ir 
frangly; before them the awful ſolemnities. uf 
vour future meeting at thendaꝶ o judgment, 
as Well ae the everlaſting: joys af ſocial wortbip: 
in the bea venly world! The avriting: of ſuch | 

fouls. and althaugh. for the moment, you might 2 
be iGompletely; ofevcome; your fealing after- vi 
wards sud che, increaſed: deſire ta form ſini- on 
' hr congregations in the deſert of the Heathen; 

| Beſides, Four letter might a good to vour 
| ſworelion of Home, TE might <q wicken. 2 55. . 
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bours *, By goings forth then as — : 
you can hardly be ſaid to break your preſent | 
connections. Vour removal is likely to tend 
to the furtherance of the goſpel: And, in fact, 


unleſs ſome of us, or other miniſters Who, like 


us, have declared their approbation of miſſion⸗ 
ary undertakings, ſhall go in perſon to make the 
attempt, it ſeems impoſſible that the experiment 5 
ſhould be fairly tried ; certainly we at leaſt ſhall _ 
not be able to ſay, that we did every ge in 

our power to prevent its failure. Zn : 


Let not the Chriſtian people ſay, that W 


vould rob them of their paſtors, or that, in or- 


der to convert the Heathen, we would abandon 


the churches which Chriſt hath already planted. 

Leal to become miſſionaries i is not ſo univerſal, 

as to. be alarming. The queſtion i is not, who 

will ſtay at home? but who will go abroad? If 

one or two Fo your paſtors ſhould be taken a- 
| " N | e way, 


* It; is very 3 chat Paul left his 3 at Ephe- ps 
ſus, that he might finiſh his courſe as a miſſionary, although 2 
be knew that ſome of his ſucceſſors would be bad men. | 
* know this, ſaid he, that after my departing "ſhall | grievous " 

" wolveg en enter in among you, not ſparing the flock. Alſo _ 
"of your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe | 
a things, to draw —_ ON after them.“ * xx. 29, 
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way, et 1 25 you hall never be deprive 
| of their earnieſ Prayers, o long. As they Lojourn 
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- are . to enjoy What; you, . having been 
quickened, are; called. to reſigg. « The Lord will 
provide. In our Father's houſe there is bread 
44 enough. and to ſpare,” | : Fear not, that you 
ſhall by any means fare the worſe, becauſe be 
 dealeth it to the hungry as ſeemeth him good. 
And now, my afſociates, having endeayourel 
to vindicate our inſtitution, and to Promote its 
_ Intereſt, give us leave to remind you, that in 
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1 order. to its ſacceſs, it 1s of efſential importance 1 

that we faithfully diſcharge. the duties which 2 

are incumbent on ourſelves. Let us 5 ma ce 2. © 

ſerious buſineſs of our great undertaking, "When 5 

a laudable ſcheme is propoſed, many lend i it the! ; 

N credit of their names, as a matter of courſe, who 9 
never make conſcience of attending t to the exe 5 
| cution of it. Some who might eyen be averſ . 
| to the propoſal, when they ſee that the thing Nr 
is to take place, will ſeem to join with thoſ . 


Who begin it, rather than be left behind ; and 1H 
11. 510 : m 


yet they are generally As much a; ainſt ever] 
840 199: 
ſep of the progreſs, as they were at firſt againl ; 10 


f; 12 5 giant 88 Let us, brethren, if we are 
| reallz 


"ment © 
f « even for oh fardiſhing' 'of preachers to A whole 


0 #7 14 
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really perſuaded that - cauſe 3 is good, engage 
in it with one heart and one ul.” W. e have 
voteſſed b to forget party-diſtinctions. Our har- 


1257 9 


mony entirely depends on our acting fully up to 


this bigh profeſtion. As, therefore, we would not 


57 FE 


murder ir in its infancy the offspring of mbdera- 


Je 4 .5T ** 


tion; 3 as we Would not t widen” the' ſchiſms which 
have hitherto ail graced the church; as we va- 


2:3 Bf 


lue th th e very, "exiſtence tie grand undertaking 


which is it preſent 10 hopeful: : let us be con- 


; jured : to ' banith' from ür minds] and from all 


our. deliberations, tlie Cöritracted maxims' of 15 


3119 „e. ffi orga 


party- 8 cy, and the baneful influence of party - : 
ſpirit. lf as to. any thing v we Thould” differ in 


LOR 29] 77 


opinion, At 20 us do it with mutual forbearance, 


Ir 4 


| and proceed with undiminiſhed cordiality and 


10 in rofecuting the g great object which” all 


3 we have in” view. Thus thall we 
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LE and increaſe that confidence of the Chri- 


1 * 1 ot 


ople which d we have already acquired ; 


: 104 FR | ſhall we en courige perſons, who may 
5 be uſeful miſſionaties, to aecept of our patronage. 


11 1 


8 h Our work Is immenſe, It is riot for the ſettle- 


Dine 


ter in a congregation, it is not 
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| n nation, t that ge we are Hcijted. G2 is to en- 


i lighten 


| YT. 
Ugkten "the Henthen world: To pull-down the 
ſtrong holds öf fatan wherever they are erected, 
and however long they have ſtood : To bas | 
"up the church of Chriſt, in ſpite of the actual 
violent oppoſition of che gates of hell. What 
enlargement of mind, what ardent Leal what 
| heabenly wiſdom, what” undaunted fortitude, : 
what indefatigable induſtry and perſeverance, 
muſt we aſpire to poſſeſs ! Succels, however de- 
fire able, is not at our command, but we are re- 
bponfible both to- God and tos man for fidelity. 
Let us de deeply impreſſed with our critical fi- 
tuation. Let us ſtribe together in Prayers to 
God for his direction and bleſſing . Let us beg, 
"as we hive begun to do, the prayers of all the 
churches. Let us devote our attention through 
fe to that, which many generations moſt hke- 
- 17 inſt ſucceſfively labour to accompliſh. And, 
5 with our dying breath, let us commènd to our 
Children the advancernent 0 the recti 
2 kingdom of Jeſus Chrift. | eborbatd "Us 
But this is not the Laber biilineſs of a ſo- 
ciety ; ; it 18 the common concern of the whole 
chhurefl. We are all taught, When de pray to 
ay, Thy kingdom come: thy wilt be done on 
a earth, as it is in Heaven,” Let thoſe, there- i 


245 


2 F 1 | h | z fore, 
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: fore, 1 NT our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fnoetity, 8 : 
Wars look and long for the anſwer of this pray- 


Let them rejoice in the aſſurance, that 


| God in his good time, will remove every obſta- ; 

cle to the ſucceſs. of his goſpel; 3 that he will 5 
deſtroy Pagan idolatry, Mahometan deluſion, 
the ſuperſtition and will-worſhip- of the Pope, 


and the ſpirit and corrnptions of all the many 


Antichriſts which are now in the world. In 
every event that takes place in the courſe of 
5 Providence, diſcernible approach i is made to the 2 
glorious finiſhing of the myſtery of God. Nay, 
in the very volume of futurity, af Which alſo 
we have A copy in the book of Revelation, al- 

though the preciſe meaning be obſcure , the | 
iſſue is obvious; and while we peruſe it, we may 
| exclaim, with. all the confidence and, eagerneſs 
of him by whom it was Written 2 5 Behold he : 
cometh, with. clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee 
him, and they alſo. which pierced him, and 


« all kindreds of the aan ſhall wail dena of 


1 ws "$998, tor Amen.” Kev. i. 7 wt 


, 
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4 ourſelves; ſtands in need of the bleflings of 
ne no leſs than the moſt ignorant and 
mL | vicked 
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hich we: enoy nor the profeſſion which, we 


| Fm fin; nds torus that li 


Eo . 10 5 
ns Not. the iqrinileges, 


nake not even zeal, nor liberality in the 
couragement of :miffions, will ſave our ſouls 
and immon- 
tality which-are brought to light by che n. 


pel. We muſt be juſtified by faith, that we 


may have peace with God through ous 3 


us Cbriſt; that we may havę geceſs th. tand in 
his graee, and-may rejoice in the hope af, his 
' glory- Let us , count all things but loſs, then, 
þ * or the-excellency.of the knowledge.of Chriſt 
geſus dur Lord, tha we may win bim, and 
4 n not having our own righte. 
A buſneſs, wei is of the law, but that Which is 
through the. faith of Chriſt, the zightequſneſs 


„ which is ef God by faith.“ Phil. iii. 9g. In 


this happy ſituation, the principle of gratitude 


will make us ſincerely zealous to promote his 
cauſe in the world, and ready to offer ourſelves, 
as well as our ſubſtance, in his ſervice. It will 
inſpire us with a noble energy, in our endea- 
vours to make others acquainted with his 
grace. United by the cloſeſt tie to him, 
we ſhall feel a warm attachment to all who 
love him and bear his image, and an ardent de- 

„ 1 ſire 


[ >z : 
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Rre for eil he may yet come 10:be of this de- 
ſeription. Our mouths will be opened“ to 
the children of men, © our hearts will be en- 


arged,” while we ſeek to embrace them as par- 
takers of like precious faith with ourſelves. 


Upon every addition to the church, we ſhall 


taſte the joy which is felt in the preſence of 


the angels of God, and anticipate the felicity 
of the approaching period, when a multitude 


«which no man ſhall be able to number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, ſhall ſtand before the throne, and 


before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands; and ſhall cry with 
a loud voice, ſaying, Sal vation to our God, 


which ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
1 Lamb for ever and ever. Amen.“ e Vil. 


A $ 
f 10. Ir. (OY DIES. 17 "17 ; 
33 * 4 « . by - 4 
RP * * Z : 111 19 1 . ＋ * 1 4 Pr 
7 5 5 * © ST 7 '1 * p 
) . ; 2 7 4 £7 1 * 3 © ; 4 ; : 
F 2 f 2 
I” 5 p 0 


4 
＋ 11 'F 
4 145 
12 \ 4 
* 5 * * 1 4 
73 
* 1299 f «4 
[ej De 
"> he 8 1 5 2 2 F 1 
4 i, 3 #5 ; ts 118 1 „ 2 2 : 
r EN pt 07 ee 
f * 
3 l 7 12 1 1 * = , 
af * * * Cx: 7 7 "t} * | 112711 1 8 
* I ö 5 7 © I r 5 
LA. 4 7 x 6; * 
I i 
b a . Cp F 


J 
of 


, — IT 


S— 
7 n — 
Ps. * 
e 
Aa 


IR 


